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Attached is a memorandum dated July 20, 1943, from 
Assistant Attorney General Barge, which I have approved, 
recommending a ful l and ocsnpleta. investigation into 
- charges that John Lewis, Ray Edmund son, and Wa lter J » 

/ James, officials of the United Mine Workers of America, 
ard Carl H C Elshoff, owner of Mine "B", Springfield, 
Illinois, conspired during the years 1937 to 1941, in 
violation of Section 61, Title 18, United States Code, 
to injure and oppress Elshoff’s employees in the free 
exercise of the rights secured to them by the Rational 
labor Relations Act, 

Also attached is a memorandum from Ur. Berge dated 
July 24, 1943, which outlines the scope of the investiga- 
tion and the precise inquiries desired. 

Mr, Eerge points out that the statute of limitations 
will probably have run against the alleged offense sometime 
in March 1944. This fact, and the oharacter of the case, 
require that this investigation be given priority. 



Attorney General**'-^’* . i 

‘tit' S-- yj> 
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gdmundaon, «U Walter 4* Juh. *11 tffMri «f the BklU4 glw 
Worker*, to Carl 1- Hthoff, wwr of Km Springfield, IlllaoUf 

fra 19X7 to 1941, 4vii( a kit tor Jurisdiction*! struggle between 
the United Pino V or kora and the progressive Uno Workers. Foot o t 
payment la andispntod. 1 J Do elreumstanoes surrounding tbaao joy- 
oonta India* to probable violation of Xootioo SI, fltlo IS, 9*1 too 
ft* too Cod*. In that they probably war* ood* vita an lntont to 
indue* Klahoff to inpooo v&fair labor practices mpw bio employees, 
■■■bora of the fragrtulv talon, In violation of tho righto oeourod 
to th*n iadiri dually and oollootivoly by tho Batloaal labor tola time 
lit* 


tbs ormss to m iitsstiqatw 



• si 


Sootioa SI, fltlo 10, Waited State* Cod*, provide* that it 
•hall bo unlawful for two or more poraeno to oonaplroi 


•fo injure, eppreao, threaten, or intimidate any oltisen 
An tho free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privi- 
lege ooourod to bin iy tho Con* tl tut ion or lave of tho 
Uni tod State*, or booanao of bio having oo oxorolood tho 


Sootioa T of tho Batloaal labor gelation* got provide*! 

•gnploy*** ahall have the right to eel f-«rg*nl action, to 
fora. Join, or aaaiat labor organisation*, to bargain 
oollootivoly through roproaantativoa of their eon choosing, 
and to engage In oonoortod aotlvltloo for tho purpose of 
oollootivoly bargainiug, or other an tool aid or protection.* 


COPIES destroyed 
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ftaatlon T la axpllalt laa guaga 9tatti that MpIojMi **H 
feta tha rights thsraim Legislative history «f tha 

l»t Mk»i It alaar that thssa right* ir« aaaurad aaly agalmst 
tha awploysr «r tho«« la tewiiTsaoa with Ua. fhaaa rights ar# 
•assured Vy tha laaa af tha halted Hatet 1 vlthia tha MMilaf 
af faatlaa U. 

la raportad fata appllai iastiea 81 ta tha rl{Mi iNinl 
hy this statute, Vat &a two mars ports* aawi, distrist Marti 
Vasa awarrulad isnrrsra ta ladiatasata, 9.9. hry lalaa Osal 
fir.) aii V.t. Pltsgarald fatten MUI 9 (9*P« K) ( 
mss af hnataim hired hy •wpioyars la fVmrt mmt— 

aetisity* 


Company, (lit. 
both 


However, appllaatlaa af faatloa Cl ta ao&aplraaiaa Vy lali- 
viduala, at opposed to persona acting oadar atata authority, la 
established beyond foaatioa. faarset parallel ta tha present 
sets la V. •* ▼* Kaddall, Us V*S« 76 (eenspiracy Vy lndiriduals 
to dm? a sliissn exersTse sf at* tutor/ rights under tha Federal 
BMMstaad get). other appllaatlaa* af lection 91 ta eonaplraeiee 
^ Individuals ara* Smith a. g. I. t 197 fed. Til, oert. 4 mu 909 
0.9. 919 (right ta Va free from involuntary servitude ) 1 Lecan ▼. 
0. 9 ., lid 0.9. 969 (right ta Va fraa from violence ahili la 
Custody af United 9 totes Marshal)! la ta Quarles, 199 f.9. §99, 
end Motes v. 0. 9., 179 0.9. 499 (right to inform af violation 
af tf»3erel laSJ}7>aaa a. 0. >., 996 fad. 991 (right ta testify 
bar era a land affieeTT 0 . IV V» Lansaster. 94 fad. 989 (right ta 
bs protested la sxeoution af federal dssree). 


xasux op raot 



•ala laaua af fast la whether Bmpijpnt flV 
ty tha aalam af flalala ta Blaheff wao wads with latent 
Ushoff ts Impose aafalr labor praotisss span Via 


•wplcysss, ws whsr i af a rival •!*•» 


CIR0DMSTABCE6 IMDICA7IW OUILTT 



1. Coinsldsnos of Payments with Uttar Struggle Vy 
tfolisd Mins Vforksrs tofeatd and Destroy tha 
’Progrssslvs Onion. T 1 
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lb* Pr»(r*tilT« V&in m f«n»4 la lilt u a Mwll 
an affort by L*wi» U fvM a raduaod «(• Mala upon tba alnara 
la llllnala, vhiah tharatafora had haaa tha atranc-hald af tha , 
fnitad Mina Wor*»ro. nara Latii had aid 1 dad hi* fWr a* a 
lahar laadar* A rafarandva af tha alaari had rajaatad tha 
- radaaad aaala* Muring a aaaoad rufarandua, tba talltt tarn *. 
vara uyatarlooaly atolaa. Lavla, daolariag am amrga nay, a&snat 
ao with tha aparatara. B5.000 *in*ra raraltad and aat % tha 
aaa argunlaatlw, Vhiah jm rapidly and aoon dmlnatad tha 
astir* atata. 1M« bitturly avora ta via taak tha leat tarrl* 
Wry mod hraak tha ratal valpu 

fm 19 St until 1941, i»l«oU| tha parlad fra 19ST t» 

1941 (ahan tha paymata vara as da) tha Pal tad Kina Warkara, tjr 
aapiaamga, vlalanea, and athar mthoda af lahar varfara, faught 
ralantlaaaly ta ^n taak tha nimra* It vaa a hittar atruggla 
batman tha taa mlaai far rupranmay, nmrkad by lavlaa* rioting 
and vasa pi abating* Many paraana vara killad and aararml aauatlaa 
vara long andar vartiml lav* da a raault af tha kabliyi af rail* 
raada, brldgaa and slma, thirty-aim naabara af tha projrMilv 
vara aosrlatad far violations af padaral lava* 

B* Tha ttratagls laportanaa af Mina *1* ta L*vl* 

Kim m jT vaa tha strong-hold af tha Fragraaslvas. Morarrtr, 
It vaa laaatad at Sprlngflsld, Lavla* tvnmr hem and praaant 
lac*l rtsldansa* It vaa a symbol af uiotory ar dafaat* lavla 
and hia affialala roaalvad that thair oaupslgn ta hraak tha 
Prograaaivus a haul 4 ha dlraatad prlaa&pelly against Kim *l*» 

a. Cainoldonoa af Payments vith Unfair Labor Frnatiaaa 

V KlaKoffl 


la May, 19S7, tha Frograsairas dlaaovurad that 14 af thair 
tbara vara paid aplaa af tha Uni tad Kina Korkara* Tha apiaa 
vara a^aotad fro* tha vooian and tha prograaalvus Inaiatad that 
thay ha flrad, siting thair aloaad ahoy agrssmsnt. Slahaff 
rsfutsd. and tha «ina atruak* It ranainsd aloaad until lovanbsr* 
1919, t] yaara la tar* 


manta. 


thia parlad, and aalnsldant vith thaaa pay* 
>ff la anapaatad af various unfair lahar prastlass 


against tha progrtulvi, among vhiah ara tba fbllovingt 


(a) gasping tha *inaa ahut down In ardor to assist tha <. 
Uni tad ifljxa' IforWra* "Aaaiaiaaoa taa union 'by a ahut-Ooira, 
2 ilea any oVnar EipToyar assistants, la forbiddsm** Lahar 
Board ▼. llaatrla Clsaasr go*, 515 U«B* 985, *91. F*"ior 
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to the *trlk% relatienahip WtvMB Hthoff and tbt pro(rNilwc 
had been anlonble ud workable, It la difficult t* mderstand 
Bltheff** wtln in abutting «w»» far ig year*, 

MTtrt Inin, If ha actually intended ta rap*/ 
advanced ta tda. Ac load as th# ala* ai that < 
a rip* opportunity «u afforded felted ta preaai/t* ta th* raaha 
af th* progre*tlv* Valca whoea naafear* b»m* aar* end nmv 
daaorallaad and discouraged, 

(h) Beeognlslng felted a* the collective bargalalag *p*j, 
though i t vac a Minority. in August, YVSY, whenfeiiel fed~5e]y 
a •eer'e ar a*r* naabers, Uthaf f tipoi a aloaad thap aaatraat 
with than, Th* frocmilm objected sad petltieaad the UW 
Beard for an election, mhiah, after hearing*, ardarad far 
Baaaabar 18, lilt, fa* days h*f*r* th* al**tl«a, Bl«b*ff 
\ attempted to r*->op*B th* win*, notifying foitoi, trhlah did 
not bar* a«tt|h a*a t* re-open th* ala*, fe Pc tenter It, th* 
progressives won th* «l**tlea by * tat* af dot ta U, and we* 
certified by th* Board a* the bargaining agent. Btill H«h*ff 
refuted to elan a eeatraet with than er r*-ep*n th* nine, Oh 
| dun* IT, 1*89, th* Fifth Circuit Court *f Appeal* ant*rad m 
order eanoalling Bltheff** agree sent with th* felted Kin* 
Yorkers, and enjoined him froa refuting to negotiate with the 
ProgrettiTet. On Bovunb er d, 1 * 89 , the nine ro-opened an an 
open that ha tit "until *n*h tine a* t eeatraet aauld he n ada*# 

(e) pthoff aided felted ndlnjurcd Pregrot tit* nenberthlp 


Qaapalgn * fho Frogrottlrot contend that KiSiff eonatantl/ 


i m^> ur»r«4 fed **4 and diteeureged Progreaaivo while the nine 


the nine re- opened* A* * remit, felted gradual]/ gained in 
strength until by nil- tuner ef 1940, the/ be 1 lend the/ had 
gained a unjorlty, They petitioned th* Beard for an election, 
whleh uat held in February, 1941, and resulted in a victory far 
felted Bln* 1/ A **t* of 189 te IOC. Q* March 8, th* Board 
certified felted at the bargaining agent, end aa March Id, * 


Lawl* and Sltheff explained all af th* paynent* at "loan*" 
intended to prevent th* nine fron beeonlag bankrupt during the 
t hut-down. Iha *xpianation* *f Janet and gdaundton are nor* 
frank, tf 



wa* *lo**d, fh*e* pra«tl**t, it 1* alleged, continued after 


Slthoff tlgoed a aloaad ahep contract with then, thus aeeon- 







It fca algnlfissnt, hwr*T*r, that Kliteff had sa athar to tu r a s 
af Ibsops hut tha xlna, and It mat hava baas ksoas ta S n i tad 
affloials that ha was rolying upas thalr paysasta mot asly ta 
palatals tha aiM, hut alao to pals tala him and his family aa 
tha lvaturiaoa and vaatral aaala ta shiah Slshoff was aaasata— 4» 
that thasa offlalals wara awars af this it Isdisatad by tha fart 
that Blahoff Pas a alas# partaoal frisod aad aaaooiata af Iteodps 
and af Jamas also* SI staff is toon as tha "bast drattad mas ip 
Spria£flald*» 


l« falslflaatiaa af Soaarda* 


All af tba paymaats para wads ip aarrap ay, ssitad’* r sts rdt 
frop 19*T ta May* 1999* ara pet avail abla* pass tails an p ab a ■ 
liavabla story af aarryiac that to Thihlsgta and dal ivorlng thsm 
ta as asidantlflad Sacra jssitor at tha Sal tod Klas Varkars Sail disc 




a furthor invasti (atlas rsqulrsA* 





iaip«»iD «r #a*c outgo*. nivin 

inro a; B kdu/i<i»S W oig ggr — 


Xm fafcobsr, If a, tto ft. Ln1( *m% flspatoh tartka too 

AtQA mq 1^ 1 1mm4 4a VI *Wa#f W 4Ha Tht< t^i 1 |Hi%a Vi 

X» • lml anion am tint, Glasgow arltiolsod tto paynauta* Glasgow 
mi found guilty and Aip«a4»4 for ft f*rl«4 of its ftfttiu* It U 
understood that to has too* rlddan mt «f tho fhlftft# ^ »■ 


t* via# V Tran artlrna 


la tho fall of 1*41, oftor ttoltad had oooarsd tho eestraot 
with liftoff, thay adman ad h&a #90,000 la ordor to proaura ooatrol 
«f Una V# whlah Is adjaasnt to and aasaastod with Htas *f* tad 
ms than, organised by tbs progressiva*. fb# rssult of this trano- 
nation ms oaothor viatory for Vnitsd, oho, with Slthsff *s Inflotttoa, , 
vara qpiskly abls to gala this ambar ship* St Is not sartaln ^ 
whether this iransaaiisn oan to laid as a toniinieiim of to# priaft 
oentpiraoy. 


COWUJMC* 


Tho forage lag olrouastaaoos lndi sating guilty iataat mat to 
viewed in tho light of too fandansntala t (1) tho fast that pay* 
manta war# mdo to oa ssplayor, far whatever purpose, daring ft 
Uttar jurladletUnel 'lisputa/ is la itoolf osn v inolng evident* 
of aa intent ta jrajudiaa the latoraata af tho opposing anion, 
tafth paynenta ara aoaparablo to tho *laaas* mdo to fadgo Msnten , 
ty litigants la Ids oourt. day shrewd, esperieneed la bar lsador 
knows that an employer who reealvea flnanelal favor fron one mloa 
oannot to ozpootod to aot inyartially *• to mat aador tho 

law botoooa that onion and It* rival, (t) Throughout too history 
of tho trad* aalsn novm*at # agrsoassts between a labor anion and 
an snplsyar to to* dotriaont of a rival mlon* however bittor tto 

•xtfutfl Mil #ra cMpilii Ia4 «#vH« tTUtOBibl* iSn wTiitwvnv 

to too mas# af labor dll of tho forogoing oirotmatanoo* oon- 
si dor ad la tho light of tho two fhndansntals Just stated, taspsl 
to* oo&slusion that tho ftots avallabl* ta as no* Justify tto 

1/ 1 m attaching harsto a aopy 'of a totter written ioliandolph 

Paul an JNly f, 19 id, ty Lloyd K. Garrison, in rosponso to • 

a Additional investigation r*<julrod* 


T 



r 





» 


/ 




O 


strong belief that th* peywsnt* war# Mad# with aa Intent whieh 
violate# tea it* tut#. Im if tbs Justifications adwu»#d tjr 
Uwls and Ida sffiolale haw sow batla to fart, it fca Mffi- 

m a. a _ a % 4 a. # a a. *_ „ » ^ « — a. 

Viii if wmumTw v»v toirv wi aw mm 

If #•« lb#/ violated to# statute. 


A #4 


SKcoimnunoi 


I rtMHMid that jwa axtheris# tb# Hrwtor «f th# f tbrd 
pur#au #f XaniUfttlN t# ins tl tut# a fall and l*n#diat# tom 
ttpkdOB* 



ar# alnr aster ltsd. Th# intent with whish they war# wad# io war 
inquiry, and th# investigation waa mat primarily atoai at that* 
At a result, large araaa of investigation reaaln undeveloped*' 
Th# luma haa had lone experlenoo and spssial training and ha# 

# 4 m m wa#V Cm AKm Imwm# tC ra^C mm bCvCl rC jKti trial aa|. 

fh# following ami of lnrestlgatlea, anoag ether#, raaaia aab» 
ntoyab 


(a) Unfair labor praoti#esi 

(b) Blsheff * relation# with QbiWd Ha# Workers affi#iali| 
<•) Ju#tlfi#eti«n of th# #d»,OQO payments aft#r th# aia# 

tptmlj 

(d) Blahaff# #j>pr#priati#a #f th# fund# t# hi# een aaa and 
th# uftiea officials* knowledge ar tax#* 


1 mow have la preparation a eoMprshensiv* unaoraadm eutllnlng 
%h# ar#a# in vhito iavoetigatlen ft# d##lr#d and detailing th# to* 
Tarnation to h# sought, If yea author it# inmtiiatl#^ I will 
haw# thla — orandma la th# hand# «f tb# Director withla a f#w 
day#* 


\f (Cant'd) letter Paul had wrlttan hia seeking hi# eonaent# 
upon th# fa«t# of thi# aa#o # otatod hppoth#tl#«lly th# ; 
mom## af th# parti## totot unr#T#al#d* Thi# l#tt#r toil* 

•at## trad# anion antipathy to any agreement b#tw*#» 
employer and union to tho detriment of another aolw* 

It 1# also noteworthy that Sdauadaon and dame#, when functioned 

StvCU v ^Kj* 1 non# «#ua mw^wmoI v a aa aC tC wa f ft * f to njUnjg fl til 

labor ethl#* They both insisted that tb# •loans" were not 
aad# until they were "sure* that they had the Majority af th# 
Members (although as a Matter of fact, both of that# nan taw* 
that thi# wa# not th# oa##)« 


w: 
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If invest! ge tics lndloetcs desirability cf jrand Jury 
iavestlceticn, Jurladlctlen would 11* In titter the Scathes* 
District cf Illinois «r ths District cf Oclunbla* the Utter 
district, cf course, Is where the subject Uwii ini Ui te s t* 
%uarbers during tte critical perisd. In this district, tte 
payments were authorised by Lwwio sad here also assy swt 
nets wars iMittsi, tntlsUix itisnl sf tte paywsnte, Mil* 
flsstlsa nf ths records, etc* 

STATUS OF Lite TATI on 


Ths suspected conspires/ eennenoed seas tins in ths Spring 
cf 191T end continued through Marsh ef 1041, when the last p«y» 
sent use node* If the Idne *a" trsnssetlsn urns a cantinas tice 
cf this conspiracy, the statute could be belled as late as ths 

Fall cf 1841* 


Respectfully, 


TsausLL nm, 

Assistant Attorney funeral* 


* 
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WENDELL SERGE 

ASSISTANT AT1WWT fiHH 



Uy memorandum to you dated July SO, 1943, which you 
hare approved, recommended fall and complete investigation Into 
charges that John L. Lewie, Hay Slnnmdson, and Valter J« James, 
officials of the United Vine Workers of America, and Carl H* 
Ushoff , owner of Mine "B", Springfield, Illinois, conspired 
during the years 1937 to 1941, in violation of Section 51, 

Title 18, United States Code, to injure end oppress Ushoff*# 
employees in the free exercise of the rights secured to them 
by the National Labor Belatione Act, The present memorandum 
outlines the eeope of the investigation and the precise in- 
quiries desired. It is designed for transmittal by you to 
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


3 \ 
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will suffice to give tlft Director a dBlfrehensive background 
of faot. The legal aspects of the offense to be investigated 
are set forth on pages one and two of the memoranda# of Jhly SO, 

BASIC OBJECT OF THE INttUIgr 

It is established that the three onion officials n amed 
above paid, and that mahof f. a mine oner atgTjreoelTad sumegH 

during a 

pSrTo^SenTh^SIfSnSna VOrker*T^DB!f!W^ITe engaged in 
a bitter, and finally successful, straggle to wrest control of 
Mine "B” from its rival union, the Progressive Mine varkera of 
America. 

The basic objeot of the investigation will be to as- 
certain whether these payments were made and reoeived with an 
intent to induce Elehoff to impose unfair labor practices on his 

a ^ THv\£r7*Aa«t1 tta TTrtl ttn - 

TH|l l.VjmTn | uwvyio v+ ***v . -- — — 

belated investigations heretofore COtnXJOTBD 

1, 1934-1937: Comprehensive investigation by the Fed- 

eral Bureau of Investigation into industrial strifa In Illinois 


'COP TP Q TM?Onrmrt,r™ 

“ j-'ajo vi\\j I tUJU 

* 4 H JAN IS 196 2 





. 'J, O . c/\ 
\> y . ** 


growing oat of Jurisdictional disputes bstwssn tbs United Mins 
Vorksrs and tbs Progressive Uhl on, Involving violations of Anti- 
trust lows, tbs Anti-Racketeering Act and tbs Postal laws. 


2* Jul y 26. 19S9»_^ 

prompted by pabliei 
suspicion on tbs part or tas Progressive Union that tbs mla* 
shut-down was bolng •subsidised" b y tbs United Kins Vorksrs* 
Shis Investigation failed to dlsooTsr tbs sxlstanos of the pay- 
ments* 


S. September, 1940 to Deoerfber, 1940: Investigation 

by tbs Rational Labor Relations Board into a eoaplalnt by tbs 
Progressive Union that ELshoff and tbs united Ulna Yorkers ware 

colluding in unfair labor practices by KLsboff* This Investi- 
gation also failed to discover existence of tbs payments* 



SOURCE OF MATERIAL AVAILtfflE 


1* All federal Bureau of Investigation reports covering 
investigation referred to above* 



9* lbs complete files of tbs Sational Labor Halations 
Board have bean mads avallabl# to this Department for inspection 
at tbs Board* s Washington office* Arrangements have been made 
for photostating any portions of those files deemed pertinent* 



scope of she nmpnomow 

Set out below are several areas of Investigation not 
yet developed by the prior related Investigations above noted* 
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VI thin eaeh nrea •pacific inquiries arc set oat* This outline , 
however, is not Intended to Unit the scope of the investigation, 
uhl oh should be us broad us the basie issue of fuot permits and 
requires. 


AREAS OF IHVBBTIGATIQB 

Z* Investigation of the Struggle of the United Mins workers to 
Obtain Control at Mine "B"« 


<- * 




A* Strategic iaportanoe of Vine *B". Inquiry should he 
directed to ascertaining to ^at extent Levis sad 
other Uhitsd Mine Vorksrs officials had indicated 
by statements or otherwise that Mine "B” was to be 
von OTer at any cost. 

B. To what extent did Hshoff and other officials of 
Mine "P* have knowledge of the activities of Halted 

c* the probability 

thatiSil^xaestrir^Detween these two unions from 
1952 to May, 1937, aasuaed violent proportions la 
the other parts of Illinois, there was until May, 

1937, relative industrial peace at Mine *B*, nioh 
was under firs Progressive control* Investigation 
should be directed to ascertaining whether this as- 
sumption is correct* 

D. It is established that some time prior to May, 1937, 
certain individual members of the Progressive Union 
were on United' s payroll. 3hs following man were 
expelled by the Progressives for this aotlvlty: 



Joe Albsnese 
Andrea Schrelevloa* 
Dominic Pasqasle 
Pete Carter- / 

Prank Austin v 
Tony Plotch^ 

John (Cotton) Ananias 
John ^lrtout 
Georgs lacaway 
Emory Jacavay 
Charles Bohannon 
James Bala -■<" ' 


<v 


u 


The full circumstances regarding this alleged activity 
should be reported* Each of these individuals should 
be interviewed end, if possible, signed statements 
obtained. 
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X* 

F. 

0 . 


It should S* ascertained to what extent Xlsheff , 
Faloetti or other Mine *B* officials, were aware 


of this activity. 

A eonplete history of Xlshoff* » relations with 



should bo ascertained* 

It is 

o* during IHTTT. 1997 1 


oft or tha or igi nal aontnat hod mlrad. United 
•plos aotually brought tho employees of Xlne *B* 
to tho Ttrgo of o strike bj falsely telling the* 
that the extension of ©ontraot signed by the 
ProgreeBlToe did not contain a slsuse that the 
wage seals would be retro act ire. The strikes 
were only averted whan the Progressive officials 
brought tha truth heme to their ambers* Inquiry 
should be directed to ascertain tha full elroua- 


stances surrounding this end Other aloilnr iu$i> 
dents* 


II, Investigation of All Alleged Unfair labor Freetiees by 

Xlshoff. 


There are aet out below various specific allegations 
of unfair labor practices by Xlshoff and other officials of nine 
"B M during the period of the conspiracy# 


Bach of theee incidents should be thoroughly investi- 
gated with special regard to coincidence of these incidents 
with the actual transfer of cash from TOOT officials and Xlshoff* 

_4 4 - k * u~. * V> *1 4 * Ml*t<An*Mn of « nm »n< ef* 
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feet between than. 

A^Jy'Falcetti*a refusal to discharge five spies on aoming 
May 12, 1937, under closed shop rule. 

(1) Xlshoff' e knowledge of this. 

(2) Did Xlshoff instruct Pale at ti to take auoh 
actlont 

(3) Supervision by Ushoff ovsr Felcetti in gen- 
eral. 

(4) Business praetioe of Falcetti reporting to 
Xlshoff activities ofthe mine* 

B. Conversation between Danj^^MoGill end Xlahoff rela- 
tive to discharge of these sen* 

(1) flood faith of Xlshoff In stating he did not 

believe he could discharge them under terns of 
National Labor Relations Ant. 


0 


( 



(2) Conference between Xlshoff and kit attorney 
relative to it Is authority to discharge them. 

(S) Subaru ant refusal to discharge because of 
short ears cooing op* 

(a) Was this the only subsequent reason given 
for refusal? 

(4) Did Xlshoff know hie refusal would eaoae a 
strike? 

(a) Attitude at that tine toward a strike* 

C. Subsequent oonferenee between McGill and Xlshoff 
relative to dlseharglng the mu* 

(1) Xlshoff* s attitude at that tine towards a 
strike. 

(5) Details surrounding Xlshoff' s removal of aulas 
and equipment following strike. 

(a) Xlshoff' s stats of alnd st that tins es- 
pecially regarding finances. 

D* Evidence relating to Xlshoff' s acceptance of the first 
peyaent some tins in July, \ 

X. Establishment of Looal 7469 on July 29, 1987. \ 

(1) Xlshoff' s knowledge thereof and reaction thereto. 

(2) Xlshoff *e knowledge of email membership of this 
new local. 

T. Xlshoff ' s attitude in signing eontraet with United 
Mine Worker* on August 18, 1987* 

G. Regularity in so far as custom and practice was con- 
cerned in Xlshoff's writing Prewitt on August 80, 1987, 
that duss had not been checked off for the first hslf 
of April because of absence of eontraet. 

(1) Importance to Progressives of eheek-off system. 

H» Circumstances under which Xlshoff did mot become a 

member of Illinois Coal Operators Association as he > 

• had agreed to. 

I. factors influencing decision of Xlshoff to reopen om I 
September 27, 1957. I 

(1) Knowledge at that time of limited personnel of ■ 

mar. 

7. Peleetti's refusal to hire Progressives when they ap- 
peared for work September £7, 1987. 

(1) Xlehoff'r knowledge of this. 

(2) Instructions by him to Palesttl. 

( 3 ) Reports by jaiostti of his actions* 

(4) Xlshoff's attituds to such refusal. 

L Subsequent closing down of mine and picketing. 

(1) Xlshoff's nttltuds. 

( 2 ) Knowledge that staff of UUf was inadequate 
to run mine* 

(5) Purpose in procuring injunction against 
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he subsequently uod this injunction to 
prevent organizing ky Progressives Vat 
noror used it against activities by tbo 
nor.) 

Attempt to roopon January 4, 1998* 

(1) His refusal to deal with Progressive^ than 
together with bis knowledge of aloetioa rt- 
aulta and knowledge Halted did not have the 
paraonnal to opera t* nina, night indicate Uni- 
ted representatives bad given bln assurance - 
that they could gat more members if ba re- 
fuaad to deal with Progressives* 

*■4 k# in 4 a * - — t> -a 
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unlaaa they Joined United* 

(1) Progressives allege thia in conplainta in 1938 
to National labor Halations Board* 

Stipulation entered into by Xlahoff , United and Pro- 
gressives for a Board order to be anforeed by Court 
Deoree for Kina "B" to cease refusing to negotiate 
with Progressives. 

(1) Ibis appears to be a aontradlatory attitude 
for H abort to have adopted and any eircum- 
stances which tend to arplain it would be 
helpful* 

Ushoff contesting court’s jurisdiction after order 

ataa anfaea^ * 4 ftt bf ftf b AV^bti. 


(1) Ibis appears inconsistsnt with Ushoff’ s having 
antared into the stipulation* How Is this ex- 
plained? 

fieopening of Mine on Novsstoer 4, 1939, an open shop 
basis* 


(1) Vhat caused this in face of the Court Decreet 

(2) Knowledge of Uehoff at that tine that mem- 
bership of Progressives had fallen off* 

V* Partiality in employing united members when mine opened 
on November 4, 1939, on open shop basis* 

(1) Specific instances of partiality* 

(2) Instructions to that effect by Ushoff* 

(S) Bhott* 5 kaowi^dg^ of ii*flTl«in|tiDn s 

H* Explanation of Ushoff 's attitude when he wrote to 
Edmondson December 28, 1940, refusing to recognize 
United until national Labor Halations Board so or- 
dered him* 

(1) Was this to cause an election to be held, he 
being aware that United men had a majority? 

( 2 ) Apparently in July, 1940, the united Mine 
Vorkers began to obtain a majority* Did 
ELahoxf have knowledge of this? 

(At the present time, the files of the NLRB are being analyzed by a member of . 
my staff. An analysis of every lead in those files relating to unfair labor 
practices by Ushoff will be set out in a supplemental memo which will be 
a.— .. *k. «»..m iinnA» n— Sia*A*v^ ivTUMouta ere being made to 

1UAU1BUW w MUO anu wee- 1* p>v** e * y ve •»- — c w w— ■ ■ — — ^ - - w 

obtai n photo static copies of any documents in these files deemed essential 
for your purpose. t 
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XU* Investigation of Personal Kslationahips betwean ELahoff 
end United Mine Worker* officials. 



blllty that ELahoff end 


indicates ike frvoi- 
»re eloee personal friends 
daring the eourse of the alleged conspiracy and, also prior to 
that tine* XLshof^nd Janes are also^hgjinpftlto^ hare boon 
well acquainted. HH Lewis 

ELahoff , the soope and nature o^th^^rRne^wTetionsa^MK 
tween the two awn la not indicated. 


Inquiries should be direeted to aseertaia the sonot 
nature of all of these psrsonal relationships frow the tlae of 
their beginning until the preeant tine* 


jL Efforts should bs made to investigate every personal 
eontaot betwean ELahoff and thase officials during 
ths spring of 1937, prior to the closing of the nine, 
B. Baring the period of alleged unfair labor practices 
fron Kay, 1937, to Kerch, 1941, efforts should be 
wade to Investigate any eoineldents of these personal 
eontaote with the i^osition of unfair labor pree- 
tleaa by KLshoff. 

0. Sana Inquiry should be Made with reepeet to Jaleettl 
and other offioials of Mine «B"« 

D. At various tines during the course of the eonsplreoy 
formal souaml eat ions would pass betwean ELahoff and 
Edmondson. Often "demands" would be aade by aae ea 
the other, the elose personal friendship of these . 
two indlviduele suggests that these •demands" ware 
not sincerely nads. Special inquiry should bs di- 
rected at these incidents and specifically at tha 
•demand" by Edmondson on August 11, that ELahoff 
negotiate with ths United Vine Yorkers. 

S* A confidential informant has alleged that Edmondson 
and Klshoff, during the eourse of the alleged con- 
spiracy, entertained together lavishly at Chi sags 
hotels. 

17. Investigation of Explanation* of Payments by ths Subjects. 
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A* Inquiry should be directed to ascertain from any 
mo urce what statements or explanation* of them# 
pajaaote hare been mad* b y the subjects* 

B. On July 5, 1939, the Progressive talon published 

an article is a Springfield newspaper openly an- 
nouncing a suspicion that XLshoff wa* being sub- 
sidised he the Ttolt-d m r>m UqtV-*t-« faHng the 
shut-doan. 

Vhat statements er explanation* were saae ct uii 
tine by the several subjects? 

C. In October, 1942, the st* Louie Poet Dispatch, at* 
Louis, Missouri, broke the news story that tha In- 
ternal Beveoue Bureau was investigating possible 
in cose tax violations growing out of reported pay- 
ments "In the amount of $300,000" from the United 
Mine Yorkers to Hehoff, Inquiries should b# di- 
rected to ascertain what explanations, privately 
or publicly made, ease from the several subjects 
at this time, 

D« It is understood that when tha news brokp in the 
St. Louie Post Dispatch B&mindson and James fait 
Impelled to explain the matter at meetings of the 
local union* At one of these meetings Jack Glasgow, 
then a Diet riot Board member of the Doited Mine 
Workers, openly criticized the payaents* Glasgow 
was suspended by the Union and i t le understood 
that he has since been evicted* 



u 


Inquiries should be directed to ascertain the full 
circumstances surrounding these incidents* Bis 
exact explanations given by Uitnadson and Jams* 
or other union officials should bs ascertained* 
Glasgow should bs intsrvlewed end every possible 
lead obtained from him. Xt is possible that the 
talon officials made statements to the preee or 
to other persons at this time and these statements 
should bs obtalnsd* 
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T, Investigation of Extent to Ihioh Pi^mdU to Haboff lin 
in Excess of Actual Maintenance Coo to. 


definite . . . _ota reoeived by Elshoff 

were in excess of the actual maintenance costa of tbo vino. It 1« 

• do si rod that tbo investigation establish ao accurately aa possible 
tbo disparity be t o o a n tbo too sues. It la necessary to know alao 
tbo aitent to obi oh tbo Uni tod Kino Workers officials were aware 
that the payments ooro in excess of costs. In this connection tbo 
profits which Elshoff was receiving from hia brokerage ope rati on 
during the shut-down should bo investigatod and taken into aoootmt. 

VI. Investigation of tbo Mine "A* Transaction. 


signed the dosed- shop contract with U.M.W. in March, 1941, U.M.W. 
advanced Elshoff $60,000 in order to enable Ma to got control of 
Mine "A*. Mine ■A*, organised by tbo Progressives, moo adjacent to 
Him *B* and could bo mined through a subterranean passage from 
Mine "B". It lo believed that Elshoff ‘a control of this vine, in 


nation of the conspiracy alleged to have existed between 1937 and 
1941. 

VH. Investigation of tbo "Panther Crook" Project. 


Robert C. , e si dent of the Panther Creek Mines, Springfield, 

Illinois. This mine is organised and oontrollod by the Progressiva 
union. It «ni bo noted that Elshoff Indicates that the possibility 
that be may be able to boy control of this vine, and makes the 
significant statement, "I might say now, there ia no objection to 
advancing the $400,000 as outlined." It is believed that KLshoff baa 
no other source from which to obtain such a sum of money, unless froa 
U.M.T. It is beliavod also that understandings have been reached 
between Elshoff and U.U.W. that this money will ho forthcoming. This 
appears to bo another step in the p l an of the U.M.W. to use Elshoff 
as a pawn in attacking tha Progressives throughout Illinois. It ia 
desired, therefore, that the circumstances surrounding this matter 
bo thoroughly investigated. 



is not adequate to establish 


It is known that in the fall of 1941, after Elshoff had 




:1s a letter dated July 6, 1942, from Elshoff to 
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Tin. InvMtigttlOD or Explanation Qlvwn tor Continottlon of 
PAynent after Mine Opened la loTeBber^ 1939* 

A# noted above, all of the subjects hare attempted to 
e i plaln away the payment a on the ground that they mere "leans* 
designed merely to oover the mdatenaaoe ooet oi 
the shut-down and 



whether there la any legitimate explanation for the payments after 
the mine closed. 


XX. Investigation ef Elshof f ' a Appropriation ef Money Advanoad 
to Mis Own Uso and Other Subjects’ Knowledge of this. 



It is believed that Edstundeon and Janes, and probably 
Lewis, mere aware of KLehoff's appropriation of these suds to hie 
own personal a as, and it is possible that Edmund eon, and maybe 
Janes, actually shared in the enjoyment of the expenditure. 
Investigation should be directed to ascertaining to what extent 
this mas ee. 

X. Interviews with Individual Miners. 

It is believed that it mill be essential to have inter- 
views with a great number of the individual miners rtoo worked at 
Mina "£* during the course of the alleged conspiracy* Many ef 
these persona. It ie believed, mill be unsympathetic with the 
investigation siaoe they are now members of the United Mine Wo rice re 
local* Bgmever, it mill be extremely valuable to have signed 
statements from as many ef them as possible, and especially from 
those individuals Mn have taken a leadership in the Union or liio 
actually participated in aoy of the incidents involved in this 
oaee* 
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for purpose* of pleading, should prosecution become 
necessary, ell of tbs Miners who -worked at Mine *B* prior to 
May, 1937, end vfao worked at the nine after it was opened la 
Movaeber, 1939, will probably be Meed ae *vietiaa*j that is, 
it would be alleged that the sobjeota conspired to •injure and 
oppress* these persons in the free exercise and enjoynsot ef 
their rights to bargain collectively and choose their own waLm 
under tbs Mational labor Halations Board, It is entirely possible 
that aost of these individual* will actually not adult an aware- 
ness of a •deprivation ef rights*. It will be veil if we oca 
know specific individuals dto hold the attitude tod*y that they 
were victims of conspiracy against their rights ae trade wnienlste. 



One ef the defenses advanced to Justify payment ef annoy 
to the employer during a Jurisdictional dispute la that the United 
Mine Workers actually bad a Majority of the mob* Ibis contention 
is advanced in face of the overwhelming victory of the Progressives 
at the tine of the Mational Labor Relations Board election on 
December 15, 1937* Bdnu n deon contends that this election was a 
fraud. It la believed that the etrsuaetanees ef this elect! an 
should bo investigated in order definitely to establish that there 
was no fundamental fraud involved. 


HI, Miscellaneous Inquiries. 



is indicated that Mine *B" maintalned~ a sped 
And frcn which 1 mm In cash were Made to the 
Miners. A flat 10% interest was charged, Hds 
arrangement violated the company's contract with 
the union, liiich prohibited ay such advance a. 
Inquiries should be directed to ascertain ltorther 
this circumstance has eny relation to the present 
inquiry. 


B. Inquiry should be Made to ascertain whether 
officials of the two employer organisations in 
Illino is have any knowledge regarding this natter, 
these two associations are the Coal Producers 
Association of Illinois, and the Illinois Cool 
Operators Association. Elshoff was at one tine 
or another a member of both organisations, sad 
it is possible that the whole Mine *B« trans- 
action was linked with the activities of these 
associations. 
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C. KLahoff Imms Mina *B* an a niirimsi royalty basis 

from tbs Gitisens Oil Mining Ccupaqy of Maoris, 
Illinois, throughout tbs peri ad of tbs stmt-dons 
iron May, 1957, to Moraaber, 1959, Siahorf 
to hart boon under tbs ocnpulsi yn of pop tract to 
»rtaln 





©f fihiaie“Of the lessor be intorvisved, sad miy 
possible lead oovered to ascertain what knoi&odgs. 
If say, these people maj bare regarding tbs present 
issue* Their interpretation sf Klshoff's responsi- 
bilities daring the sbai~do*n is pertinent* 


D. 



no inromation in oar posses* 

itsoerer that Mr* Murray is not correct In this 
eontention. It is essential, boaster, that this 
fact be established. 

It is desirable to knoa additional oirouastanoes in 
. **^44 tV iVs 4n4tniin^ Art Kw Uin X l 1 4 i 
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local anions against lewis In 1932. 





leonai^BaJoxk, ton 
13th Begion, national "Labor Keiatij 
probably develop important leads. 

Mr. Bajork ret _ 
controversy and thereafter took s 
—rssnal interest in the natter trader eircunstaaoes 
£hioh are not folly understood at the present tine. 

' It is believed that be lire* In Chicago, and practice* 
there as a "labor consultant.* 

Q. It will be helpful to know whether Slshorf has filed 
aqy financial statements since the loans *»ie nada in 
phi oh he failed to list this "obligation*, also, 
whether the note has been listed by KLshoff, or the 

TT » f Art f_ftw rta^rtiV\M * — ^ f Maui vmA bf 
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MOD FOR gPBflTIffl ' 


JU noted abort y the period of alleged eoneplraey etretehes 
from the Spring of 1997 ant 11 Kerch, 1941. flhlesa the oonepirecy 
«u eon timed by th* 4tlne "A" transaction, or *K?aath ar Croak 
Project, the etatuib of limitations will foroelooe proeeeutiaa "" 
esnS-TMorch, 1944. Vile fact, and the character of the offence 
charged, require ■ that thla investigation bo investigated by 
erery means poaalblo. 

It le dooaod essential that Frank Ooleaan of aj staff, 
now in charge of thla case, work la eloaa ooopo ration with tho 
Bureau’ a agent e, and that he be adrlaed of currant developments 
aa far as posoiblo. Supplemental memoranda will bo furnished 
tho Buroau fron tine to tine ac additional inquiries occur to no* 

It probably will be desirable that Mr. Coleman, at ay 
direction, talk with certain lndiriduale who hare knowledge of 
thle ease. If this la done, the Bureau will be appropriately 
advised. 


Bespeotfully, 
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United -Wne Work< 

CARL K ELSfCFF, Owne r' of Alina B, 
Springfield, Illinois j j 

r-rvTT B T fSHTS INTI nOWEfiTTn VTOIBiCE . 


rridiaia or toe 
Workers yt America; 



Mia* Be a inn 
Uiaa G*ady_ 




sference is made to the attached memoranda to you from the De~ 
partment requesting a full and complete investigation into charges ^that 
John L* Lewie, Ray Ednmndson and ffalter J* James* ofi^cials ox 

^rini 


ox 

Mine Workers _of_ and Carl H. Eleboff, owner nf ^lne B , 


JUX l/«U 


igfield. 


/ Illinois, conspired during the years 1937 to 1941 in violation of Section 51» 
TlS-lle 18*, U. So Code, to Injure and oppress Elshoff's employees in the free 
**(1 Xir^ aa rsr tKa 


Code, 

crht. k 


*«rnir©H to the® bv the National Labor Relations Act. 
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;XALLE'ED OFFENSE 

| it is alleged that the sum of $225,000 was paid from the jam 1937 

1941 by officials of the United Mine Workers of America to Carl H. Elsheff, 
' 'olner of Mine B, Springfield, Illinois, with the intent to induce Elshoff to 
impose unfair labor practices upon his employees who were members of the rival 

T ion ’ th V?* g ”** 1 ” ““ * ° Tkers ° f ““a* * m. 

feason-fcim ii. i-'ZMz ' 

DATE OF BEYIgi 7&UZL — 
it ) shall be unlawful 


Statutes involved 

<2 

Section 51, Title 18, U. S. Code, provides i 
for two or more persons to conspire* •pFOOF-F’ *" 1 d 1 

\A 1 

threaten, or intimidate an; 
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"To injure, oppress, 
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in the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege'll 
secured to by the Constitution or laws of the thited 
States, or because of his having so exercised the same.* 

Section 7 of the National labor Relations Act provides! 

■Employees shall have the right to self -organization, to 
form, join, or assist labor organizations, to bargain 
collectively through representatives of their own choosing, 
and to engage in concerted activities for the purpose of 
collectively bargaining, or other mutual aid or protection." 
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Section 7 in explicit language states that employees shall 
have the rights therein enumerated, legislative history of the 
Act makes it clear that these rights are secured only against 
the employer or those in connivance with him. These ri^its are 
"secured by the laws of the United States" within the meaning of Section 51. 

BACK CEOUND TACTS 

It is alleged that thy^rogressive nine Workers of America Union 
was formed in 1932 as a revolt against an effort by John L. Lewis to force a I 
reduced wage scale upon the miners in Illinois, which theretofore had been > 
the stronghold of the United Mine Workers of America Union. A referendum of 
the miners had rejected the reduced scale. During a second referendum, the 
ballot boxes were mysteriously stolen and lewis declared an emergency and 
si^ied an agreement with the mine operators. It was stated that 25,000 miners 
revolted against this agreement and set up a new organization called the 
Progressive Mine Workers of America, which grew rapidly and soon dominated ] 
the entire State. It is alleged that Lewis bitterly swore to win back the 
lost territory and break the rebel union. It was also stated that Mine B 
was the stronghold of the Progressive Mine Workers Union and was located in 
Springfield, Illinois, Lewis' former home and present legal residence. 

According to the Department's memoranda, from 1932 to 1941, a 
bitter struggle for supremacy was carried on between the Progressive Mine 
Workers Union and the united Mine Workers of America, involving much violence. 
In May, 1937, it was stated that the Progressive Mine Workers, discovered that 
14 of its members were paid spies of the United Mine Workers. \ Upon Elshoff 's 
refusal to fire these 14 individuals, a strike was called and the mine was 
closed. The mine remained closed until November, 1939, 2^ years later. It 
was alleged that during this period, the United Mine Workers paid Elshoff 
£ 150, 000 in sums varying from $1,000 to $20,000. It was further stated that 
during this period and coincident with the payments of money, Elshoff was sus- 
pected of unfair labor practices against the Progressive Mine Workers. After 
the mine opened, the United Mine workers continued the payments to Elshoff 
until the total of $225,000 had been paid. It was also stated that in 
August, 1937, Elshoff recognised and signed a collective bargaining agree- 
ment with the United Mine Workers, even though At that time they were in 
the minority and did not have enough members to operate the mines. 

Allegations have been made that during the period that Mine B was 
out of operation, the United Mine Workers proselyted the members of the 
Progressive Mine Workers, which, coupled with the alleged unfair practices 
and deprivation of rights imposed by Elshoff, resulted in the United Mins 
Workers gaining a majority membership by mid-simmer of 1940. The United 
Mine Workers petitioned the National Labor Relations Board for an election 
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which was held in February, 1941, and which resulted in a victory for the 
United Mine Workers by a vote of 259 to 108 . 



!t Vis aisA kUW IKat TheTational Labor Kela— 

tio^^oar^Tonducted an investigation from September, 1940, to December, 
1940, but failed to discover the existenc e of any payments between the 
United Mine Workers and Carl H. Elshoff. 





The Department did not advise as to what the National Labor Delations 
Board investigation developed as to the existence of unfair labor practices; 
however. It stated the National Labor Relations Board file was being reviewed 
and investigative leads developed from such a review would be forwarded to 
the Bureau immediately. 

SCOPE OF DEPARTttrJJT'S REQUESTED INVESTIGATION 
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ten pages of requested investigation in the capticned matter which cover all 
of the elements of the alleged violation in this matter. As an example, it 
is noted that the Department sets forth eighteen incidents which it states 
should be thoroughly investigated and which are alleged to be unfair labor 
practices indulged in by Carl R. Elshoff. It is noted that the existence 
of unfair labor practices in violation of the National Labor Relations Act 
is basic to proving any violation of Section 51, Title 18, U. S. Code. 
Although the Department states John L. Lewis admits the existence of pay- 

i MW m \ 1 L. trjr «t— J It ^1 13 #4 

mentis or "loans" dj vx uiiimjq miuc utuvu w r * j ° ikji 1 1 "im aaaov 

be necessary to show that there was a definite deprivation of rights gUATAD- 
teed to the members of the Progressive Vine Workers Union during 1937 to 
1941 prior to establishing that the payment was made with the intent to 
cause Elshoff to impose unfair labor practices upon his employees , 


It is also noted that the Department requests that the actual ooet 
of the operation of Mine B for the period during which it was idle be as- 
certained so that it may be determined If Elshoff was paid wore than the 
actual cost of such operation. 

The Department also requests that a large number of the members of 
the Progressive Mine Workers Union during the period 1937 to 1941 be inter- 
viewed to ascertain which of those individuals believed they were subjected 
to a deprivation of their rights, 

V 




Memorandum for the Director 
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The Department also requested that an Investigation be conducted 
into the election that was held during 1937, afai^rl^esulted-^^ , 

"boxes being stolen, to ascertain if there was any fraud involved* 

The Department has requested a large number of other inquiries 
be conducted to establish the elements of the offense alleged in this natter • 

INTEREST OF THE CO3f0NIST PARTY IN INSTANT INVESTIGATION 



A review of the Daily Workers newspaper for July 17, 1943, dis- 
closes that an article such as contemplated above did appear on the front 
page entitled "Lewis -Owner Tie Violates U. S. Lew." 

* 

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION OF SIMILAR NATURE 

You will recall in the spring of 1942 3b^7urran, head of the 
Rational Maritime Union, complained that the’HCjericeli Federation of labor 
union In New York City was guilty of racketeering and violations of several 
Federal laws* It appeared at that time that the Communist Party was very 
much interested in having an investigation conducted of the American Federation 
of Labor Union. You will recall that the Department requested an investigation 
in this matter, and that at your suggestion the Department ordered a grand 
Jury investigation, which was generally known as the New York Waterfront Matter 
and after extensive hearings the grand jury took no action in the case. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS * 

It is noted from a review of the investigation set forth by the 
Department that the matter will necessarily Involve a large nunber of interviews 


c 


0 


• *■ 


Memorandum for the Director 


to secure evidence establishing all of the elements of a violation of 
Section 51, Title 18, 0. S. Code, end not merely the question of Intent 
behind the payments of money by John 1. Lewis end the United Mine Workers 
to Carl H. Elshoff. 

It is noted that should e grand jury be directed to investigate 
the above entitled matter, all witnesses could be required to testify under 
oath, and it is conceivable that such a procedure might be preferable to 
having Agents interview witnesses in the field where they would not be under 
oeth. 


SQNlK^NTtftl 


It is observed that the Department states it is reviewing the 
files of the National labor Relations Board and will forward this material 
to the Bureau in the immediate future. 

It ie also noted that at 3*30 pm on July 26, 1943, Mr. Frank Cole- 
man of the Civil Rights Section of the Ifepartment, called at the Bureau 

^4 e^eea/4 + Ml a mao wr? + H -^nncnri flnr Prank Mm’i rh^ Mr. Col Oman B’batad 

IU1U UJVVUUWVU V « — — - - — — ' - — 

he recently conferred with the Attorney General on this case and indicated 
his desire to have tte Bureau handle the investigation. According to Mr. 
Coleman, the Attorney General remarked to him that the FBI was always hesitant 
to take over an investigation after it had been handled by another Federal 
agency. Coleman then remarked to Mr. Biddle that he definitely thought the 
Bureau should be asked to conduct the investigation. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION * 

Inasmuch as witnesses before a grand jury testify under oath, you 
may desire te recoasnend to the Department that the Investigation In this 
case be conducted by a Federal grand Jury. In the event it is not deslrud 
to reconmend the use of a Federal grand jury in this matter, it is recom- 
mended that the requested investigation by the Department be instituted 
Immediately upon the receipt of further Information from the Department 
as disclosed In the files of the National Labor Relations Board and the 
Internal Revenue Department. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. it. LADD 

JOHN L^I^WIS, RA^EDUUNDSON, 
J^ljASi 



WALTER J^JAUES, Officials of the 
United Mine Workers of America; 
CARL HPELSHOFF, Owner of Mine B. 

Springfield, Illinois; 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLHJCE 
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Mr. Franj^Coleman of the Civil Rl^its Section of the Department called 
at the Bureau at the above time concerning the captioned case and was inter- 
viewed by the writer. It appeared that Coleman 1 e primary purpose in calling 
at the Bureau was to discuss the following three points in connection with 
this case: 

(1) Allegations recently made by the press that the Attorney 
General was "sitting" on this case. 


& 
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(2) To determine if the^Bureau would 
submitted to the De 


otostat 125 exhibits 
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(3) To ascertain rdiich persons urould be interviewed at the outset 
of this investigation, and to point out that certain ones should be 
contacted as soon as possible. 

According to Mr. Coleman, approximately two weeks ago the Chicago Daily 
News indicated that the Attorney General . was furnished with all previous 
information developed concerning the activities of John L. Lewis, and that 
instead of taking ary action, the Attorney General had been 11 s itting" on the 



lorougji 

review of the case for the purpose of determining what additional investiga- 
tion is necessary to possibly develop a violation of the Civil Rights Statutes 

on the part of Lewie. „ ivTrtSX'®® , _ , , ^ ^ 

onr>gg * ^ 
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Memorandum for Mr. Lada 
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reason he desires to make photostatic copies available to us. Mr. Coleman 
has ascertained that it would take approximately one week to have this 
material photostated in the Department, and he stated that in view of this, 
he would like to know if the Bureau would make photostatic copies of the 
exhibits for its use and then return the documents to him. In this con- 
nection I advised him that the bac klog on our photostatic wont was such tha t 
it~would be impossible to photostat these docume nts within the near future an d 
that therefore* it appeared tJne better procedure would be for him to have 
copies prepared and make them available to the Bureau. He stated that this 
would be done. 

Mr. Coleman made reference to that portion of the Department’ s memorandum 
which indicated that in May, 1937, the Progressive Mine Workers discovered 
that several of its members were paid spies of the United Mine Workers Union, 
and when the operator of the mine in question refused to discharge these 
individuals, a strike was called and the mine was closed. Mr. Coleman 
thou fdit it would be advisable to interview these particular persons at the 
begin ling of the investigation. He stated that there were several other 
persons who he believed should be contacted at the very beginning before the 
report was circulated that the FBI was conducting inquiries into thiB matter. 

I advised lir. Coleman that in any investigation conducted by the Bureau, the 
circumstances in the case were carefully evaluated and that consideration was 
givoi to the order in which the various individuals involved were to be 
interviewed. 

During the interview Mr. Coleman stated that even though a violation of 
the Civil Rights~Statutes~lT'establlshedV"he is in no position to state whethe r 
the President will authorize any prosecuti on against Lewis at some future d ate. 
He stated that he felt this was a very important case inasmuch as the real 
issue at hand appears to be whether one union can make payments of money in 
such a manner as to destroy a rival union. He also commented that from dis- 
cussions he has had with labor men, he does not believe that the CIO will 
"push” this case against Lewis because of their fear that they will be accused 
of "knifing him." 


Respectfully, 



F. L. Welch 
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I have Juit been advised of tbs rswTtft sf tbs — wfsr sm o 4 &fe*w'. 
hsld with you on Mj 29, 1943, by «r. ft. ft. {odd adeeming $hsy*;^ >,-■ 
DepsrtssnVe request for investigation sf tbs tlli^Uoo tbst tbs •£*•*’£>'• / 
mm sf $223,000 mi paid Iron tbs yssps 1937 t# 3941 by officials . 
sf tbs Units 4 Mins Vorksrs sf Aaerlea to Carl ft. JCUhofT, Operator. * 

sf Mine B. Springfield, Illinois, with tbs Intact to. Indus 
ts lapose'mnfalx labor' prmctioes’upon bis employees, td» art masters V 
sf a riwl union, tbs Pi« 0 *mi 1 w Vlas Oorksrs sf 


- 

- fi* 
s*' f \ 


I wish to affirm ths discussion hsd by yvu wad Mr. Laid ft 
gardlng ths advisability of handling this mattsr through frsad Jsfy 
procesdlncs. In this regard, I an outlining mj mm observations sn 
to why ths uss of s grand Ju jy would bs advisable. 


1. 






It Is noted tbst in grand jury proceeding all ' — - * Vv . 
witnesses are required to testier whir sat*, 

It Is ballsvsd that ns ny Individuals prodnsl t ^ , 

in labor circles night be willing to glwe '_.v‘ 

Information concerning this Wetter so l mn ta rtl y, v 
without the compelling effects of a grand Jury 
subpoena and ths fact that they are testifying 
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Mnorudoi for Um Exsautiva Assistant te 
lb* Attorney General, Mr, Dgo Camel 



b2 


As H <• filia§r¥toij tht t 


the latlooal labor tola' 


conducted investigationa la tola otw, it la btllml 


tost one of tha moat oo*»lllng nuou tor fourths* ;v'v : \>&\c 
Investigation mil to to secure evidence of totont ' l ' § 
on tto part of tto offloiala of the Doited Xiao s or k sra 
to todOoe Hsboff to Impose mtol r labor prectloae ; 

vpoo tala my Icy— ttroug) toa payment of money to ' ; l " 
Elehof ; f • It la suggested that sufficient background 


hj to eetahllatod by placing the vdtnessea under 
oath prior to being lotonrlaaad* 

4. toolbar factor to to aooeidered to handling ttaia setter 
la tto data of tto ooourrenoe of tto transactions . 
mentioned to tto Dap*rtoant , a ae»o random, and tbi 
early running of tto Statute of Had. tail one. Tto De- 


limitations mill probably foraoloaa a ay proaacutlon 
as of March, 1944* It la believed that tto maa af a 
grand jury will enable tola aattor to to h a n dlad to 
an expadltioue manner. 


6. k aomubat comparable situation to tha aattor at band V, 
areas In tha spring of t o/ a in ww ntitm alto toa .v' 5 , ", 
In York Watar front case. Ton will recall that Jba v ~ 
Curran, toad of tha National Marl tins tibloo, ooaplainod 
that toa American fads rati on af labor to lav York City ■ r 
maa guilty af oartaln racketeering and violations of ;.<■ 
aavaral federal lams. to tola toatanca a grand Jury 
maa called to tovaatlgata thaas allagatiooa rather than r 
tova toa eaaa tomaatigatod by tola Burvau* 


forts bby ilrss^r hm m wmj lihls tfi ihlx 

to a g ran d Jury la order that tto requisite to tad 





John Edgar Boovor 
Director 


J 



DlLLiDS 


\ 



t / 






Jflederal Surrau of inarittption 
United Itotri department of Justire 
Washington. S. C- 

/^C 

July 59, 1943 




uTt/onA^nnu FOR THE director 


Ret 


John Ifr' h 

Iter 


”)» 8 , 


Ra$&dmundson, 

Officials of the 
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J&Jart <e, 

& 

j jprinafteld, Illinois; 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 



UlnittZfLJiine worker 8 of America; 
TaTl lifr^lshoff. Owner of Mine B, 


In accordance with your instructions I conferred with Mr. Carusi on the 
morning of July 29 , 1943 , with reference to the investigation pre- 
viously requested by the Attorney General in connection with the above- 
entitled case . I suggested to Mr. Carusi that it was the Bureau 's 
opinion that this matter was one which should be and could be properly 
handled more advantageously by a grand jury inquiry . I pointed out to 
Ur. Carusi that the violations alleged occurred around 1939 and therefore 



uch grand jury action ©ould then 
he , same could probably best be hela 

% _ ^ 1 _ - . J 1 J ~ ..V *4.^ AM 


Mfr. CarusT 'inquired as to where s 
contemplated. I suggested that th 

in Sprincfield, Illinois , inasmuch as me cjuu rtgnss vm-ia **vn, v 
one existed, occurred in that district in depriving th&^ocresstve 
Miners jof the rights conferred on them under Section 5jjL Ti 
United States Code. v v’m r ' T '' rr ' ' | 


\pco 


Hr. Carusi thought the suggestion had eome merit and stat^^that^ 
would discuss it with Attorney General Biddle , *** JUL p” 

I believe it would be well, in order that the 3ureau might be 'on ri^u^, 
y to send the attached memorandum to the Attorney General 




confirming this confer ence t 

■ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Hi HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE-^> 

Attachment * ' 


Respectfu 

D. M. LADD 
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MEMORANDUM FOR :.R. D. 


Re: JQH.< L. LEXIS, 

RA-/^U4TX::, 

T.V^.rK «? .WALLS, Officials-, of the 
nited line Workers of America; 

H-* iSHOFFf Own«r of Min a B - 
Springfield, Illinois; 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOLffiSTIC VIOLENCE 
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On the afternoon of July 27, 1943 Mr. Frank Coleman, 
Civil Rights Section of the Department, called, inquiring as to 
whether the Bureau coul d assist the Department in photosta ting 



__ _ _ _ 1 S _ 

m ike wmrnr we could or could 

not be of assistance depended upon the backlog which we have on 
special work in the photostat section. He indicated he was 
anxious to have the photostating done by the Bureau in order to 
expedite the investigation of the captioned case. I stated that 
I would check to determine if we could be of assistance, bat that 
I doubted very much that we could handle the work because of c«ir 
usual heavy backlog. 

On July 29 I telephonic ally advised Mr. Coleman that it 
would be impossible for us to help him on this work because of the 
amount of special photostating work which we have. It was not 
felt that we should be of assistance in view of the fact that up 
to the present time it is uncertain whether the Bureau will conduct 
the investigation originally requested by the Attorney General. 
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Respe ct fully , 
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F. L. Welch 
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concerning the requested investigation 
suns vere paid by t>»^ii»nited Mine Vork* 


of the charge that 


by t Waited Mine V'orkere of America to 
ni«4 1 



the operator of a nid4 it 'Springfield, Illinois, to induce 
the . inpo sit ion of unfair labor practices upon members of 
thSkFrogressive Mine Workers of America. 


th^kri 


After Mr. Ladd snoke to me about this matter yes- 
terday I tool: it up with the Attorney General, and pointed 
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further investigation should he before a grand jury* The 
Attorney General advised me that he had talked to the 
President about this, and the President insists that the 
FBI make the invest iration. Accordingly* the Attorney 
General has asked me to confirm Mb prior instructions 
that the investigation he conducted hy you rather than 
hy & grand jury. 




Execut iv^/Ae si start to 
the attorney General 




»OHN EOCAR HOOVER 
* * DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM FOB MR. D. M. LADD 

EE: JOHN L^LEWIS, ET AL., 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


At this time Mr. Frank Coleman called-^from Mie Department relati' 
above investigation which is to be conduced relative to the allegations 
that John L. Lewis and others may have plated the civil, rights of members 
of tbe^iProgressiveM^i^^orkers Unior^^i Springfield, Illinois, by payments 



of approximately 
between 1937 and 
called spies in t\ 
Financial Secretai 
formed in 1941 >A 
Springfield, 


o'Mr. Carl/j-lBhoTf, mine operator, during the period 
94TT ^r. Coleman pointed out that three of the so- 
e Progressive Mine k>orK.ers Union later became President, 
and Treasurer, respectively in the UMV« local that was 
eh Lewis ana the UMb won the election at Mine "B**, 
ois.vThe names of the indiviauals are as follows: 


became president 
John^ttonrAnanias became Financial Secretary 
Ton^-'PlotCh became Treasurer 


Tnis information is being included in data being transmitted to Springfield 
in the matter for the initiation of tnis investigation. 


ALL WF0RMM10N COMBED 


RECORDED & 



Respectfully, 



August 2 , 1943 




i r V f 

'T ' 


fjr _ V t? 

r " f ^ 

/f 


ALL INFORMATION COMTWMED 
HFRFRJ & UNCLASSIFIED _ 
BATE — imH? 


8AC, Springfield 


PERSONAL ATTENTIDR 


■> 






TOJ-V T ^ «-• : ■ * 

»Vi (A-sr**/ 

i ■ 


RE i JOHN L. LEWIS, RAT EDMUNDSOR, 

WALTER J. JAKES, Official* OX UMS^ v - 
Ohited Riot Worker* of Jborioi| X'-- 
CARL H, EL 5 BDF 7 , Owner of MU* % 
Springfield, Illinois j j 
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tod Instructions given you 


Dour Sir i 

In confirmation of the ftnfoi 

telephonlcslly today by Special A®»nt you we 

that tbo Departnant baa requested a ftu^^^^W^Tswe investigation Iqt 
tba Bureau Into charges that John 1 * Lewis, Ray Edmondson and Walter J. 
James, officials of tba Baited Mine Workers of Aasrloa, and Carl I, 
Klsboff, Oenar of Rina B. Springfield. Illinois. conspired during tba 
ysaj*s 1977 to 1941 In violation of Section $ 1 , Title IB, D > 8* Coda, 
to injure and oppreea OLshoff’s employees in the free exercise of the 
rights secured to then by tba National Labor Relations Rot. 
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alleged that the aua olflHflj^Hwa* paid fTon tba years 1937 through _ 
1941 by officials ©f th^RiteT«int Worker# of Anerlea to Carl H. Elaboff, 
operator of RLna B, with the Intent to induce Hahoff to ij^poa^. unfair 
labor practloes upon his employees, ubo ears at that tins Motors of the 
rival union, the Progressive Rlne Workers of Anerlea. Tbs,-J)epertaent 
Ttttion advised that if it can be proven that Slaboff and official* ©X the 
e. A. TQupted Mine Workers of Anerlea conspired to deprive meaberCbf Pro- 
ci*Ki_fir**alve Mine Workers of Anerioa qf ••eau^rfiby faction 7 

r.M _ v _s 11 M.Ai 1 v B.1 4 M.* ~k *++ •* 4 \a na iJ wVj wvJmih\ 4 (llS hftJlutlbliihid 
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GUvitt a vi olation of 8ection 51 , Title 18 U 5 , *• Coda# . »*j 3 : 
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for the Attunes Qeneral 
1 Be***} 1 ' dated July 20 , 1943 # •»* 
■oranda eel forth the background 
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SAC, Springfield 
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th« Department, thsy will to 

available tO JOtt. 

Jou are Instructed to institute an lawdiate investigstloe b 
this matter and asslgi at Is sat four experienced, mell-qualifled Agents 
to this invest! gstioa. you will note that the Department daairwa that 
this matter be given expeditious attention end that the invsatlgatioa 
be brought to an early oonplatlon in order that the matter may be ran- 

m< to? prCnCmti^ hnj Jnjy mef Jaa «tf f4 HywtTr iam11 W mdkamji 

of the Statute of Limitations* expiration data, which the Department 
indicates will be Kerch of 1944* The Agents assigned to this matter 
should thoroughly review tbs material submitted herewith prior to con- 
ducting the investtgrtloa requested by the Department* 

The Department has suggested that the fourteen individuals 
mho are alleged to have been spies for tbs felted Kina Workers felon * 
In the Progressive Kino Workers organisation from 1937 to 1941 to inter- 

mf 4ha mifmrnf i\f fHm jn wayH omt.jftn manA «4 anmj mfmfmtamnfi bm wn aij 

as eat forth under the heading * Areas of Investigation* In the Memoran- 
dum for tbs Attorney Qensrsl dated July 34, 1943* The Department has ad- 
vised that three of these fourteen individuals who ware alleged to haws 
bean felted Miue Workers spies, are mow officials of the present feitmd 
Mine Workers felon at Mina B, Springfield, Illinois* These indlvidnala 
are Charles Bohannon, President, John (Cotton) Ananias, Financial 
tar 7 , and Tony Plotch, Treasurer. 

■aMt^m M%a4 mmimal aim 
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iso fourteen individuals mere paiu expense* by the felted 
Mina Workers felon at tbs time they belonged to the Progressive Kina 
Workers of America. 

For your general Information, it has been reported by a 
highly confidential source that the Communist Party has interested 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

August 6, 1943 
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jar-PhA/.Dm: foh the director. 

FEDERAL BUREAU QE INVESTIGATION 

Ra* Mine l, B n Case * Alleged violations 
of. Section 51. Title 18. U. S.'Code 


I have authorised Frank Coleman, who is handling 
the alleged civil rights violation ty Carl H. Els} 
others. 




to Springfield during that same week to confer with 
United States Attorney Howard L, Doyle, and also with other 
persons, after conference with your Special Agent in Charge, 
in accordance with telephone conversation between Mr. Coleman 
and Mr* hickley of you r Bureau yesterday. 

Upon his return, I will send you a memorandum 
covering the results of his several conferences* 

Respectfully, 


r 


* 

IfEWDEIX URGE 1/ ' 


WENDELL URGE 
Assistant Attorney General 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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JS’ICRAimm FOR THE DI f 0R, 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IhVES lTIOK 



There is submitted herewith the 
of photostatic co 


urn \ 

orney uenerau dated July 24, 1943, transmitted to you 

by- the Attorney General* s memorandum of the same date. 



The fifth installment includes Exhibits 70 to 92, 


inclusive. 


Respectfully, 



3!DSLL B5RQE 
Assistant Attorney General 


Enc. #668320 
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IT, — MTlia VY * ™ LIRECTC£« 
pKLEhAL BUREAU QF INVfcST.iGATJ.ON 

p.. vine •3" Case - Alleged 

B, ‘ ^ctisn ”• s ~ Cwifl 


Wr. ToIh 
Hr. E, A. 

Hr. Ct«ii . .. 
*u. Coff*y... 
Mr. C i* via .. 
Mr. LatU ... 
iir- Nic4ioU 
I- If ItodKD 
Hr. ? racy 
Mr. A«*ra . . 
Mr. CtriM 
Mr. llendoA.. 
Mr. HuBfori 
Mr. Clarke.,. 
Mr. Qtiui Tmi 
Mr. K*a*«.... 
MU* Gaufyi. 

fu** 
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Further consideration of available evidence 
indicates that Oscar mcetti, S^jnirtjnd ^ 

S™sLd as Ucts ln 

^Attorney General's memoranda to you of July 24, 1943. 

Respectfully, 


WUBELL BHiGE 
Assistant Attorney General 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

August 6, 1943 


kH uiANIAl* FC8\ THE DUiECTOE^ 
yjjDE JO. BLi.-bAO OF IH J ESTIGATIOft 

Be* ifijie "E” Case - Alleged violations 
of Section frl r Title 1ft. t T « c P^ft 


It is requested that the criminal records of 
subjects end prospective witnesses be currently escertsined 
£d reported to the extent that this undertaking will not 
unduly tax your facilities* 


Respectfully, 




Assistant Attorney General 
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J'EMORANI )UM FOR THE DIRECTOR, 

FEDErJiI BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

There are submitted herewith the third enSHfo'^th' 
w ta ngents of Photosta y * fflf 4n the exhibits ifhic . 

wsre 

’^rrg^ tJ^eTtEorney^ 

j.o.y 24, 1943, transmitted to you by the Attorney General s 
r.o:norandun of the sa^e date* 

The third installment includes Exhibits 124 and 
125. The fourth installment includes Exhibits 32 to 58, 
in cl ’is i vc . 

’On July 31, 19/3, I sent you a memorandum in this 
connection submit tins the first two installments. descrip- 
tion of these, I believe, was in error. 

I had recited that the first installment included 
Exhibits 1 to 19, inclusive. It should have Rinded B^bite 
1 to 29, inclusive. I recited that the second installment 
included Exhibits 93 to 121, inclusive. It should have 
included Exhibits 93 to 122, inclusive. 

Please check on these to see whether these exhibits 
^tually transmitted to you, and advise. 

Three installments remain to be sent you. 

^ Respectfully 

yr.viK.it* . 
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H j J v t _V C ^^^istant Attorney General 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS2IFD 
DATE -ib/iuzM 
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There are 


you 


Installment # 3 , Including Exhibits 124 ond 125 » »d ft docunont 
aarksd # 25 . 



Installment # 4 , lacludinc M follows* Exhibit* 30 to 43 * 


k 


KxhlbltsS 1 . 2 « 3 , 4 » 6 # 7 * H» 12 ^ 14 # 160 * 21 | 22 # 23 # 

31 and 32 > > appar«niljr takan froa Rational tabor Halation* 

■** "tw T"~* _ * 4 a IK* Ua + 4 nnMl Tahftl 


Board fils 0 - 854 * Answer of Petition to the “^ na l^S° r 
Relationo Board, and Objection* of tntry to tacraa# tw 5 *# 
for t h* October tern. 1932 * and Petition for . 

tbs Order of the Kationftl labor Halations Board, datwl 

June 15 . 1939 . also from Rational labor Relations Board 

fils C-^ 54 . ' **• 


Prog. Exhibits #1 and * 7 , apparently taken fro® National labor 
Relations Board file 13 “B“ 534 * 


Mr. Toltoo 

Mr. £. A. Tuna- 

Mr. Clcct 

Mr, Coflty 

Mr. GU*i» „ 

Mr. LaAd - 


Exhibits 50 , 51 and 54 A, apparently taksn from Rational labor 
Relations Board fils 13 - 01345 . 


Decision and Direction of Section, ossa # 8 .- 2262 , and 
Certificfttion of Bepresentatiee . 


Mr. Nieto it rafare noi to tbft exhibits transmitted to you ly Bureau latter 

*— w 5 *“ S ocU<S th»t Exhibit. 1 to S 9 , lnclu.i«. Ojr. 

«- r^ ggSS gr &£?i£ Exhibit. 1 »»,•« «u - Exhibit. 93 to 1 ». 


5 ^rancaitt#d, rather than Exhibits 1 tff' 30 * 6 — - ■■ -■ 

c.» 5 ggV ^ ‘ 

*» i fi tu4e^udnl.«pcl#itf li ibe above nsotionad report 
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Mr. I 

Mr. Hendon Cl 

Mr. Mamiord ^^llsbie 


Mr. Bt»rk*. 
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lElGPJJJDUli rOR THE DIRECTOR, 
FEDERAL BOREAS OF UiTES TIIATION 



There are submitted herewith th e first two 
jhotostatic 


installment? 


copy 


was 


to ay memorandum to 


Attorney Genera deted July 24,11943, transmitted to you by 
the Attorney General’s memoranda of the sane date. 


The first installment include 



The second instsllnent includes Exhibits 93 to 121 


inclusive. 


As other installments are returned by our Photostatic 
Division, they will be promptly transmitted to you. \ . 


Respectfully, 



m 

£ND£LL SERGE 
Assistant Attorney General 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 
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Re: John L. lewis et el 

Civil Rights & Done stic 

TM a! enM 


hi 


c 


Clef* 

ou*u_ 

Ladd 

Nlebola, 

R«m»„ 

Treejr 

Car»««_ . 
Caf**y_ 

H*Ddt»n_ 

Kramtr 


Hr 

Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr 

Mr 

Mr. MeOsir* 

Mr. Barb© 

Mr. Qsias Tamm 
Tala. Room 
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At this time Mr. Frank Coleman, CLvH Rights Section, 

Criminal Division, called frco the Departman^relative to thii 
investigation and talked to Supervisor 
recall that Coleman has apparently been assignea to supervise the matter 
the Department. He stated that be was transmitting additional pho tosta ' 
material by memorandum which should reach the Bureau today. 
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of the NIftB which have not as yet been made available and which the Depart* 

®ent indicated it would review for the benefit of the Bureau and transmit any 
investigative leads it picked iwt^lfr^Coleman stated that he had been in 
contact with an attorney named is in the office of the Assistant 

General Counsel, NLRB. He stated that the files are being forwarded from the 
Regional Office to the HLRB at Chicago and the complete flies of the HIRB, both 
regional and headquarters, can be made available, he is sure, at the Rochambeau 
Building where there will also be a room available for reviewing the files. He 
is attempting to make the necessary arrangements this afternoon and 
phonically advise. 
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In addition, Coleman stated he is leaving for St. Louis within the 


fhp virmffY 



next two days and plans to travel on to Springfi eld Illino is, and he believ es 
♦va. — k* w Miifi nif. ».<■> t alk to org Qr two officials of th e Pro- 

W WU wttAa-W W*V4 ir vyiw* w, - — _ _ 

gfessive Mine Workers Union in order to enlist their cooperati on. He requested 
the~reactlon of the Bureau as to what procedure, he should follow if one or mar; 
thalr r-anplete cooperation. He also wanted to know if there wouldhe. 
ahyt hlnr. irregular about thTmatter if he dropped in and discussed the mat - 
ter wit h SAC H al lford. I told him I was sure Mr. Hallford would be glad to 
talk the case over with him but it was tactfully pointe d out to Mr i.figlggLSP 
that the decision as to the investigative procedure would, in the final. 


analysis, rest with the Bureau and he uhderetanda this. In additioq, in r ( e- y 
— * ji " % ii i v/yu— ltd- 
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Mr. Ladd 
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spouse to nis inquiry, I pointed out if he located an official or officials 
of the Progressive Mine Workers Union who Indicate complete cooperation that 
he could give the name of this official to Mr. H allford and we would take 
the necessary steps to interview bin. I discouraged the suggestion of Mr. 
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he indicated a desire to sit In on interviews. 
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On the whole, Mr. Coleman's conversation Indicated a desire to be 
cooperative and it is believed that because of the nature of the case and 
his interest therein, he perhaps is indicating a desire to be overly co- 
operative. He states that above all, he does not want to interfere with 
the Bureau *s method of conducting the investigation. 

It is recommended that a letter be forwarded to SAC Hallfard appris- 
ing him of the impending visit of Mr. Coleman and suggesting that he might 
discuss the matter generally with Coleman, but that the entire investigative 
technique will rest with the Bureau, et cetera. 


Respectfully, 




F. L. Welch 
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Assistant Attorney General Wendell fierce V 


■— * -* t— - rv^r - r* ^ ; - 

* r." ■ ■■-.*■■ t * • ■* ^ 

•'• \:v .■ ,■ v - .n ^ .;•■.■ v- 


J. Id car Be over • Birertor, federal Bureau af Lavestigetioa 
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you transmitted photo static copies of certain exhibits to this Bureau. 

You advised that y o u acre transmitting the third Inatallmot of 

exhibits, 



You also advised In your reference aeaorandua that you ware trans- 
mitting the fourth installment of the exhibits to tbs investigative report 
mentioned above, which included -xhiblts 32 to 58, in dual v». An rHni- 
tlon of t*a exhibits indicates that Exhibits 30 to 43, lnolusive, were enclosed. 
There were also enclosed photos tstlo copies of the following exhibits whidh 
were apparently When froa Rational Labor Halations Board fils C-854t 

Exhibits 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14, 16c, 21, 22, 23, 2*, 

31 and 32: 


Mr. ToIbod 
Mr. £. A. Timm- 

Mr. C 1 «K 

Mr. Cof f*jr 

Mr. Glarin 

Mr. Lfcdd 


Mr. Nicbol*^ 
Mr. Rosen 


Copy of an Answer of MI t ion to the Rational labor fie la ti one 
Board and Objections of fiitry to Dacree, Rusher 6952, for the 
0CU.UT U», 1W8| k lCt . . ,.V 

Copy of a Petition for Rnforoeaect of the Order of the fiational 
Labor Relatione Soard.'Risjber 6952, dated June 15, 1939* 

. r L l' * W W ‘ _ > . 
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There were also transmitted photostatio ooples of the following 


Ur. Tfds achiblts which were apparently tahwn froa Rational Labor Relations, 


Mr. Ace 
Mr. Cur.ofc 
Mr. Her 
Mr. Hen 


iiUKICMlOliS SECTION 


maker 1 and 7* 

-< RECORDED & INDEXED 


- fa's 


k 0 la _ a There ware 'trok'saittdd with your referaioe anfsiwiduMthB fbUcl^ATKHvj 

Jon ^ing exhiblta wniem were epparently 


Mr. Xhiblta 50, 51 end 5a 


taken froa Kai i°nal^^>oj(Jj#^4^o 


Mr. Sterne 


Mr. Quinn o.* ik. i.;na*T 

Mr. Krai; i . i . g rtmetM 
Mi»* Gundy / ( 


*TI0* 
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U. S. DtPAHli.iU>iJ; 
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Tbare wore also traaudttad pbetoatatle ooplM af a SwIbSm 
and Direction of election, cut nuabor H-2262, and of a Cartifioatlon af /; "^ v- 

Eeproaontatlwa. ' .... /<?*] : ’ ‘-J-- •- 

litb rogard to you r inquiry at to tbo oxhibita tranaaittad to ^ 
ifaia Bureau with your aoaorandua dated July 31# 190# ploaao bo advlood 
that a rvvlea of tbio aatarlal indieatoo Exhibit* 1 to 29L inelsolwo. 



JLa to irwtallaent 4# whioh «u tranaaittad with your aaaorandua r 
dated July 31, 190, it lo noted that Exhibit# 93 to 12^ lncluolwe, ware 
tranaaittad. 


Mr- Tolios, 

Mr. E. A. Taman. 

Mr. Cleft 

Mr. Colley i 

Mr. OUtIb 
M r. Ladd 

’ Mr. Nieiola_ 

Mr. Rom 
Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Acer* 

Mr. Carton 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mumford 

Mr. Starke 

Mr. Quinn Tamm— 

Mr. Neale 

Min Gandy 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

August 14, 1943 


tfVJfnftAN DtTM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 
rEDkflAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOB . 

Reference is Bade to your me n orandum of August 10, 
1943, in which you requested that I inform you when the 
PQmm^nHAr nf *■' — nhalaslaAin naaims oL aihlhlig obtained 

— 

obta^eT from the National Labor Relations Board wo\ 
transmitted to your Bureau. 

This will advise you that all of the documents 
obtained from the national Labor Relations Board were 
delivered to your office together with an accompanying 
memorandum on August 22^943^^^^gnd^^oi^<>day 
a photostatic copy 

will represent the sESn^uistaTLment of the photostatic 
copies delivered to you. I expect to have the seventh and 
final installment representing exhibits 59-69 ready to 
send to you by Monday, August 16, 1943* 

Respectfully, 


Us To 

Vi-.. E. A- T« 
»lr. Ctecc — 
Mr. CotU,... 
Xr. GU-rta . 

■Vr. LtA4 .... 

* 

| f. Rreaa 
'dr. Trmcy 
Mr, 

Mr. 

ICt.HsMm,.. 
Mr. MuM 
Mr. Starke . 
Mr. Qwim Tar 

Mr. Nmm 

M ae Garner ... 
*!•* 




yMiL BFiRfrPsy 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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JOHN eOOAA HOOVE)* 
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Call* 3*10 p.». 
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Urbrral tturrau of inpiftQtian 

ISnttrh itatn Brpartmrnt of iuatl t* 

ISashington, 9. C. 

August 11, 1943 


Q\ P 

MEMORANDUM FOR HR. IAoST^ 

r i> 

REt JOHN L. LEWIS, et al 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 



Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Clovis 

Mr. L*M 

Mr. Nlek©U_ 

Mr. Rome 

Mr. Tr»ey 

Mr. Ae«ri 

Mr. C«r»oa 

Mr. Horbo 

Mr. Hondo® 

Mr. Mmnford. 
Mr. Starke 


Miia Beohm 


SAC Ha Ilford of Springfield called at this time to 
advd.se he had Just learned that the St. Louis Post Dispatch 
of Sunday, August 8, 1943, carried an article bearing a Spring- 
field date line saying it bad been learned from a reliable source 
that investigation was being made by the FBI on the basis that fourteen' 
members of the '^pgressive Mine Workers were on the secret payroll of 
theCVnited Mine Workers. Hr. Hallford advised that ao far as he knows 


Mr. Quitui Tamm. 

Tala. Room 

Mr. Ntui 



there 'has been no publicity other than in that one paper, but he received 
an inquiry from Ap who advised him that their inquiry came out of St* 
Louis. He was advised by the AP men that service did not intend to run 
anything in the local papers because it was too controversial* 


Hr. Hallford p ointed out that so far hi s Office has not con- 
ducted a sin g le Interview, but is thoroughly familiarizing Itself with 
the background in this case and that, therefore, it appears that the 
source of this release could be none other than somebody in the De- 
partment of Justice. Hr* Hallford is sending in a clipping by letter 
JOISD. 


I questioned Ur. Hallford as to why no investigative action 
had been instituted in this matter as yet and he explained that he 
did not feel it advisable until the Agents were thoroughly familiar 
with all the background data in the case, and with the National labor 
Delations Act. He stated it would probably be the end of this week 
or the first of next before any effort was made to institute actual 
investigation. I advised Hr* Hallford that this was an unusually 
special and expedite matter and that he ehould, therefore, make every 
effort to institute actual investigation at the earliest possible date* 
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Re 


ICEMQRJLHDIBf F£E TEE DIRECTOR. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IFVE8TiqjLlICai. 

t/uiM B Coal Coapaayj Tiolation 

Section 51, Title 18, Unite* 8t«te« Cote. 



There it auhaitted herewith the serenth and lait 
Installment of photostatlo copies of ell the exhibits 
bared 



nnaorandn 

Forney General, dated July 24, 1943, transmitted 
to you by the Attorney General's nanorandt* of the same 
date, 

Respectfully, 




■KRIMIl. fitCRQK w 


REHDELL BERGS, 
Assistant Attorney General, 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

luguet 14, 1943 


HiLYORAWKfM FOR THE D lfiE gTQR. 
BD&ttAL BUREAU OF INyESTI~GATIQM 


o 


U 2 . 


There ifi euhmitted hereirtth the 6th iiist&lluent of 
photoetatic copies of all the Exhibit 


Ur. 

Kr.LA. 

Mr. CA»a* 

Mx. CW 7 *„*«-**—« 

Mr, 

Mr. Udd 

Ur. NlckoU 
Ur. EqM 
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Ur. Acer* 

Ur. Cmmm 

Ur. Hcodw....* — 

Mr. Uni mftrrd 

Mr. Stub 

Ur. Quin® T*rw»„. 

Kr. 

Uli 





a copy of which was attached to «y 
BemoranduB to the Attorney General dated July 24, 1943, trane- 




uitted to you by the Attorney General 1 6 ueiaorandua of the 
aaioe date* 
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Detei 
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Tot 

Fro«i 


Auguet 17, 190 
SdC, Bprtngflold 


hh« b wis^ 


Wttl 
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,v> -y, '•• ‘-'SiT*' *> 

4, Edgar floorer - Director, Federel fcro*# of Jjar^itiptloa ^ 
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SuMecti *>IS! 1. 12"B, » 11 Ll l 

^ civil wears aid domestic nouaci 

lUferenee ia eade to Bureau letter dated Auguet U, 1943# U the 
ibon entitled ettUP* 


For yo^ further aa a *&Mbita 


this owe, there ere tranamitU^e 
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Office TS/iemorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : 

PROM 

SUBJECT; 



MR. CARTWRIGH’ 
MISS THOMPSON 


JOhN L. LShlS, ET AL 
CIVIL RIGifTo ALL lOL^TK^ VIOLENCE 
Bureau File # 44-845-12,18,19 


The attached Bulky enclosure has Been reviewed in 
and its destruction is hereby suggested- 


DATE: 


kr, L A .1 
IT- CUfM 

m. ai wa- 


as iciiowe; 


The reason on which the above recommendation is based is checked 


Duplicate copies 

Outdated 

X Wot 




.Closed status 
_Non serialized 
-Not translated 
..Material available elsewhere 
Bureau Library 

Other serial or serials in file 
Publications 


uirrintlftTtnU pntfTiWfll 
jut mruiimnuun uui»*n»«~ 

HEREIN IS UHCLftSSff ttD 

n m dh /pi 

unit — — — w * 
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that the material would be of no further value to the Bureau. 

RECOMMENDATION , 

As this material is occupying valuable space in the Records Section, 
it is requested that this file be reviewed by Security Division for ^ 

expression as to its disposition. 

it is recommended that the material be destroyed here at the Seat of 
Government. f\ , \ 

Efci ; Jep ^ 


M- 



yy_ /y /% ft 




4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 


( 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 




Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


m Deleted under exemption(s) _ bA with no segregate 

material available for release to you. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

] } Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I i Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) — — 

_____ ___ i was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Pagets) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pagets) withheld for the following reason(s): 


s 
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For your information: 
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The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
$ NO DUPLICATION FEE $ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

August 17, 1943 


MEMORANDUM TOR THE DIRECTOR. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVrISTiGATIQM 


I have received your memorandum of August 7, 1943, in 
which you acknowledged receipt o f the third and 
of photostatic cop ies of Exhibi 

You stated that ms lourtn lnsiauuaenT wj 
IcTutie Exhibits 30 to 5 8 Included Exhibits 30 to 43 
together with other documents. 




nts 


May I advise you that Exhibit 44 is a photostatic copy 
of the Decision and Order dated September 19, 1938, issued by the 
national Labor Relations Board to the Mine "B" Coal Company* 




N. 


i V 



Exhibit 45 is the document identified in your memorandum 
as a "Copy of an answer of Petition to the Mational Labor Relations 
Board and Objections of Entry to Decree, Humber 6952, for the 
October Term, 193 3 •* 


Exhibit 46 is the document identified in your memorandum 
as a "Copy of a Petition for Enforcement of the Order of the 
National Labor Relations Board, Himber 6952, dated June 15, 1939." 

Exhibit 47 is the documents identified in your memorandum 
as taken from the National Labor Relations Board file C-S54 and 
numbered as Exhibits 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14, 16G, 21, 22, 23, 

29, 31 and 32* Ttes^^epresent 16 affidavits and should include (fit** 
an affidavit tolCs 



Exhibit 48 is as Analysis of the Records of Local No. 54, 
Progressive tines of America, disclosing the member6hift*©f that. 

Local from November, 1939, to June, 1941* J % 

RECORDEq fJ U 

Exhibit 49 is a Petition for Investigation an# Certification 
of Representatives Pursuant to Section 9(c) of the Kajbiopal Lgbo 
Relations Act dated July 30, 1940, filed by the United Mne ^ 
Workers of America, with the National Labor Relations: Board. 




COPIES DESTROYED 

B411 JAN 11 1962 
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Exhibits 50 and 51 are the documents identified in your 
memorandum as Exhibits apparently taken from the National Labor 
Relations Board file 1>-C-1345 and marked Exhibits 50 and 51- 

Exhibit 52 is a photo static copy of a Copy of a letter dated 
December 26, 1940, from Mr. Elehoff to Mr. Edmunds on. 

Exhibit 53 is a photostat of Motice of Hearing dated 
January 13, 1941. issued by the National Labor Relatione Board. 

Exhibit 54 is a photostat of statement of Regional Director 
concerning Claims of Authorization for the purpose of Representation 
dated January 14, 1941# submitted by the National Labor Relations 
Board. 


Exhibit 54A is the document identified in your memorandum 
as one of the exhibits apparently taken from the National Labor 
Relations Board file 13-C-1345 and marked Exhibit 544- 


Exhibits 55 and 56 are the documents identified in your 
memorandum as exhibits apparently taken from the National Labor 
Relations Board file 13-R-534 and marked Prog. Exhibits Number 1 
and 7 respectively. 


Exhibits 57 and 56 are the documents identified In your 
memorandum as "photostatic copies of a Decision and Direction of 
Election, case number R— 2262" (Exhibit 57) "and of a Certification 
of Representative (Exhibit 58) . 

tou referred to Exhibits 1 to 29 which were transmitted to 
your Bureau on July 31# 1943* and stated that Exhibits 11# 12 sad 
15 were not included but that copies of other material not marked 
as exhibits were included. You identify this other material as 
follows: 



b3 

T 

y <£/c5>3 
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r 
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Xxhlbit 15 is • photostat of Agreement dated March 31, 1937 
signed by Dan McGill for the Progressive Miners of Anerica bat not 
signed by a representative of the Mine *B" Coal Company. 

If you are unable to locate the sieging exhibits froa their 
description which I have set out herein, I will immediately furnish 
copies of them to you upon being so advised. 
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August ^ 1943 
SAC, Springfield 
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J. Wgmr loow - Director, Ft^rtl Bmra of XbtMUfoilM 
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CIVIL RIGHTS AID DOMESTIC ttOLOGI 
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Reference is arts to Bureau letter doted August 17 , 19 43 , in th« 
above soil tied setter.. _ . w . ..,. . . .. 
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re jtta-ictefnittwd her ewith phetosts tlc oop i— efjll pacts of 

Lbit 18 , 
a copy ol 

; 3 , as * Photos 1 st of a Portico of Designation of Representative for 
Collective Bargaining under tbs Motional Labor Relations Act, dated May Mb, 1937 *" 

Tbs Criminal Division baa adviaed that Exhibit 13 , whloh has been 




LgreeOSBt sated January is, l 9 j~, 
and the Mine *B' Coal Colony.* 


we Miners of Aaerloa 

' v v ; t 





Bureau letter dated August 7 , 1943 , transmitted a tnafeer of photo- " 
•tats which vers not aunbarod. These exhibits should be numbered as foil west 

Exhibit 44 Is a pbotostatle copy of the Dsdalon end Order dated 
September 19 , 1938 , Issued by tte Motional Labor Relatione Board to the Mine B 
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Exhibit 45 is the doouasnt Identified oa "Copy of m mum r of ^ 
Petition to the Motional Labor Relations Board and Objections of Entry to 'V 
Dooroo, # 6951 , for the October Ter% 1938 * * ^ Yifc .*'»v.c -*v 
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Or 
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To lac n 
E. A. ?*taT~ 
Clegg - 
Coffey 
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Exhibit 46 la the doouasnt identified as a ^Copy t f a Petition ibr 
Enforoeasnt of the Order of the Estionsl Labor Bel*ti®e Board, # 6952 , dated 
Aune ij, 1939 .* - - * . , ~ ***. . * *- * J> 

Exhibit 42 , oonslsts of the document# id enticed In reference letter 
of AsEuatJTrWjr^ KxMbita 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 6 , 7 , 11 , 12 , U, 16 a, «, 

These represent 16 affidivltiJflT Include the 
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Exhibit 40 la a one-page *Aa»3yla of tia Rsoords of 
Vrogrtuin XiMt of Aserioa," djacloelbg the —he robin, ef thtk lM 

.- : . * Exhibit 49 la • "Petition far Xhveetlptlon Obd Certifleutioe \gtf -Y^l- - ‘ 

Representatives Pursuant to Section 9( c) of the Set local labor MHttai 
tot.* doted Ail/ 30, 1940, filed fay the felted Kao SoTkore of leoitt 
with the Rational labor Relatione Board* . ■{ 


Exhibits 50 end 51 are the d ocune n ta Identified In ref 
Bureau letter of August 7, 1943, ea exhibits tak en free Rational Labor Be- 
latlcoe Board file 13-C-1345 and narked Exhibits 50 end 51* 
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Exhibit 52 1 b a pbotoetatic atopy of a copy ef «. letter dated fm 
feroeaber 28, 1940, five Carl B. Oehoff, President of Klae J, to eebjeet \ 





Exhibit 53 le a pbotoetatlc copy of a "Botlce of Bearing," dated 
January 13, 1941, issued fay the National labor Relations Board. 

Exhibit 54 is a photostat of a etatasMnt of the Regional Director ^ 
ooncerndjog dalne of authorisation fbr the purpose ef £epreeeatatloQ, dated T 
January 24, 1941, eubnitted by the national labor ieleiiooa Soand.'V 

' ’ ' - - r .- r 11 ■ - 

, Exhibit 541 Is eo narked en the pbotoetat. • f^.v; ..>•? \ X& . ■■AT 
' •> .. >' \ - ... *.• •• : ::• % 
-• r *-"' Exhlbite 55 end J6 are the doe-eta referred to in reference ' 

Bureau letter of August 7, 1943. identified aa "Frog." Exhlblta 1 and 7, 

nl labor * 
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apparently taken Iron Rational 


Relations Board file 13-R-534. 
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Exhlblta 57 end 90 >n the doeuwats identified In reference Bn- 

run Taffeo ftf iba eta t T 1 Q/ 1, ii BpBHNHm uvl tHn ewHftg ftf JlanHBR /; isV 

Case /R^2262* aod*"Cert£flcatIon ef lepruent etlvn,* v *.■**,#;& >&£ 

V . ■ 

•'"a Further reference la aade to Bttreen letter dated Auguet * 

ehich traneedt tod photoatetlc ooolee of Exhlbite 1 to 29, Inclusive,' 

It is noted that Exhlblta f#v *-w 

exhlblta are identified eb follows > *■ ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


fi-' Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion* 

H Deleted under exemptions ) — no 

material available for release to you. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

1 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); -- 7 - 

_____ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



s For your infonnaticy 




E The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
__ 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

August 12 , 19 43 


MEMORANDUM TOR THE DIRECTOR. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Be^ffclne «B" Ca ge — Alleged 
Violations' 6T Section 51/ 
TlUe IS. J.S. Code 


In my memorandum to you under the date of August 11, 1943, 

I listed on page 2 thereof four groups of unfair labor practices 
requiring investigation. In connection with Group B, *Xfnfair 
labor practices between May 12, 1937 and January 4, 1938 •••* It Is 
suggested that John Doherty be interviewed. 

A memorandum (a photostatic copy of which accompanied wy 
memorandum of August 11, 1943, as Exhibit D —33} written on October 
8, 1937, by Leonapen^iajork, a regional director of the National Labor 
Relations Board /'stated that Hr, Doherty was a member of the 
Steel Workers Organization ^Gstfndttee who had suggested to Bajork 
that Raybdmundson of thpl^mlted Mine Workers of America was perhaps 
wil l i n g xo !relteraxe hinlisrevious offer to operate Mine *B* pro— 

^Progressive Mine Workers were permitted to 



Tided the 
return to 


12 bus pen 
the Mine. 



ax wouua De nexpiui xi xx coma oe ascerxaxnea wnax 
relationship existed between Doherty and Edmunds on so that the 
former was aware of Edmondson’s attitude at the time* It is not 
suggested that the interview with Doherty should be limited to 
this particular transaction, but any other information which could 
be obtained from him with respect to any of the four categories of 
unfair labor practices set out in ay former memorandum would be 
very helpful. 
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44-845 3 

Detei Avgust 2?, 1943 


To» 


SAC, aprlngflsld 


* * -r l\ a 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE V"M 
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i *- ;■ w?HLr> * "V " 

*.r 

Vc«>" ^ #**£&£>* 5' 
■ ' ‘>%: 


i J. Edgar fcow r - Director, floral Bureau off Xnvoetlgatime .y£ 

,£\ Subject* jonr u iarcs # rr At 1 ^ ^ 
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CIVIL EIGHTS AID DC* STIC TIDLENCI 


*4 

A 


- * -:■ ' .* \ “ **% }*--,* 

fc . • ^ . f - v- -4? v*L .*$ I ^ : ■■ . y- ' 


lifAUMM !• nA^i in lurttn lfiiflr im 

Ah* above entitled matter. 


r»Vv' 
f ’ ;' . J? 4 ‘ >'f5w;»/ 

■t ». 1^1. la ; 


For jour information tbs Criminal Division of tbs Department bis 
requested osrtein investigation ss to the relationship bstuosn subject 
Edsmpdoon and one John Doherty. Zou will not# that in tbs Msuormndu* for, 
the Director rsosivod froo tbs Cri^nal Division of tbs Department dated/ 
August 11, 1943, whioh use transmitted to your office 17 Bureau letter •* 
dated August 14, 1943, the Criminal Division on page 2 lists four groups 
jjf mf»i r labor ueoiloia requiring Investigation. It Is observed that 
in connect ion with Group B, "Uhfair labor prectioe* between May 12, 1937 
and January 4, 1938...*, it is suggested that John Doherty be intervisamd. 

The Criminal Xi vlelon baa now forvardad the following with JW- 
gard to this msttsra • ... 

■A memorandum (a photos tatic oopy of whioh acooopenied ay 
memoranda of August 11, 1943, aa Exhibit D-33) erlttan on October 
8 , 1937, tqr Leonard Bajork, a regional director of the Rational labor 
Relations Board, otatod that Mr. Doherty wee a meaber of tbs ' 

Steel Workers Organisation Cocmittee who had Suggested to Bajorfc 
that Say fidhsundaon of tbs Onitsd Mins Workers of America was perhaps 
willing to reiterate his previous offer to operate Mine *B* pro- 
vided the 12 suspended Progressive Mins Workers wore permitted to 


*4 


return to the Mias, 


..f 

n ' 


■ #>‘ 




•It would bo belpful If it oould bf ascertained what 
relationship existed between Doherty end Bdsundeon «o that tba 
former was aware of Edmunds on's attitude at the time, it la not . 
suggested that the interview with Doherty should be limited to \ ! * 
thi#‘ particular transaction, but any other information whioh oould 
bo obtained from him with rospoot to any'bf the four oatogoriea of 
unfair labor practices set oat in ay formaf m emo ran dum would baj, , ^v 
helpful**. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D,C. 

A 

August 30, 1943 
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MEHORA3TDUJ! FOR THE DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL ~gJHE.AU ~W_ Ih^LTIGArTOH 

Ret Mine "B" — Violation* of 
Section 51, Title 18. 


It is obvious from the facte that we now know that during 
the period 1S37 to 1941, El shof f end the Mine n B ff Coal Company 
expended large sums of money for legal fees and expenses in the 
various proceedings before the national Labor Relations Board 
end in the Circuit Court of Appeal** in the effort by Eltfioff 
to avoid his obligations under the Rational Labor Relations 
Act. There al so must have been substantial sums expended for 
legal fees and expenses in eoanectigs with Elshoff 'a injunction 
proceedings in the Federal Court in November, 1937. 


/O 



It is believed, of course, that all of these expenses 
ere financed out of the sums which were advanced to Elshoff 
Lewis and Edmundson, and that the latter two subjeots must 
lave realised that the money was being expended for this pur- 
pose. In scene oases, we may be able to show that particular 
payments were made with the speoifio view of finanoing this 
litigation. 

This picture would be extremely valuable in oase of 
trial. We would have a ease where one union was finanoing 
an employer in his effort to litigate away the rights of 
another union. 

It is requested, therefore, that an effort be made to 
ascertain the total expenses whioh Elshoff incurred during 
this period, and if possible, to connect up s peci fic payments 
from 13.Fi.TT, with these legal expenditures. f7 Tw 

Bbcoedm,' 'zJ — 

In this connection, it is noted ttuu; the firm gf > 

i j s> . i jVjtinston, Stravrn and Shaw, Chio&go, Illinois, is shown as ,« 

1 ' U- counsel for the Mine "B" Coal Compaq on eome of £he pSeafliaES lJ 

l\ ‘ 

i>?c^ 





d? 




7 


c 


o 


filed with the Labor Board during the year 1938. This firm of 
lawyer* ia one of the moat auooesaful in the nation, and ordi- 
narily demands a high fee for it* aervioes* It ia not bellowed 
that Elahoff or the Mine *B" was in a position to retain thi* 
firm, and the conjecture is that thi* firm ma retained by the 
on Elehoff'a behalf* Evidonoo that this ia a faot would 
be very valuable. It is requested that investigation be made 
of thi a lead* 


Respectfully, 



TQM C. CLARK, 

Aa Blatant Attorney General. 
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Datat August 31 * 1943 

to* SAC, Springfield 

Pros* 


ALL IK'OPCTN CONTAINED i • 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE , MillL 
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J. Edgar Hoover - Director, lederel ftmn «f Inmttpttc* *V 
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1EUOR43D0K POP. THE DIHECTOE 
FEDShAL B'JZEAV 0? KVEST11ATI0N 

Bo. 6 

Re i lline *B”— Violations of 
Section 61, Title 16. 






The viotim under Seotion 61, Title 18, United State* 
Code, must he & citizen of the United States . i< & technical 
matter, therefore^ it will be necessary at the trial to 
prove that one or more of the victims alleged in the in - 
diotnsnt are citizens of this oountry* 

It is suggested, therefore, that in each future inter- 
view with miners who may possibly be alleged as victim*, 
citizenship, if it exists, be established. Citizenship, of 
course, will be established if the miner was born in liiia 
country or, if he was born in a foreign country, if he hsui 
been naturalized here. 


1 do not think it is necessary that miners already inter-* 
viewed be re-interviewed on this point. 

Respectfully, 


'WS.GM. 

Tdi C. CLARK, 

Assistant Attorney General. 
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pet nine "B” — Violations of 
Section 51, Title 18. 




Tt Is also probable that when Edmundson approached IQran 
in 193? with an offer to subBidite a 6hut-down at Mine "A", he 
contemplated using money in the special account* The important 
point is to try to establish that the aocount was set tip with the 
exoress purpose of using it to subsidise the operators of the 
progressive mines. It should, therefore, be ascertained, if 
possible, the exact date when the aocount was set up and every 
transaction in connection with the account prior to the shut down 
of Mine "B" an liay 12, 1937. 



Evidence secured in connection with this request will be 
allocated In the trial brief under Point One, II, A. 
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Iffil-IOPASDUi: FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
bEI&hAL FUKEAli OF lirvE S X IG Al ICM? « 

No. 4 

Re; Zfine "E” — Violations of 
Section. 51, Title 16. 



jt i k re c?u« sted thst you iTi vg cttffAtg a^ery instance t to 
which we have a lead, in which Elshoff was confronted by any- 
one with the accusation that during the shut-dcr.vn he was being 
subsidized by t3»I£*T<. His remarks or conduct at the time of 
such accusation would be admissible as admissions. 



John Kcne, Wio was General Counsel for the Progressives 
at the time, constantly stated to Board officials that he 
suspected that U.IJ.T7. wa6 making the advanoes to Elshoff. He 
should be asked whether he or any other Progressive official 
ever confronted Elshoff or the U.TI.T7. officials with this 
accusation and what responses he received. 
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Any evidence collected under this request will be alloce- 
ted in the trial brief under Point Two, TV, C# 

Eespectfully, 
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Assistant Attorney General. 
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